
 Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
March 9, 2011
ConnDOT
Newington, CT


Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, Acting Commissioner Redeker, Sean Moore, John Filchak, Matthew Nemerson, Jill Kelly and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Commissioner Marrella,  Secretary Barnes (represented by Undersecretary David LeVasseur), Robert Congdon, Mary Glassman, Commissioner Bradford (represented by Lt. David Rosado), Lyle Wray and Acting Commissioner Angelo.
I. Call to Order
Chairman Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. and welcomed Acting Commissioner Redeker and Undersecretary LeVasseur to the Board meeting.

II. Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the December 22, 2010 Board meeting were approved.

III. Governor Malloy’s Budget Proposal 
Tom Maziarz provided an overview of Governor Malloy’s proposed budget as it relates to transportation.  Mr. Maziarz’s presentation focused on capital, enhancement and programmatic preservation components of the Governor’s proposed budget.

Chairman Alexander noted that the Governor’s budget reflected the Board’s Strategic Needs Statement as well as the report and recommendations contained in the Board’s 2011 submission.  Acting Commissioner Redeker agreed the Board’s report provided a good starting point for the Governor’s transportation budget proposals.

Following the presentation, Board members discussed possible implications of the Governor’s budget on operating functions, recommendations relative to ports and airports, the proposed airport authority (SB1003), dredging of Bridgeport harbor and the New Britain-Hartford busway.

IV. Review of Proposed Legislation Dealing with the TSB 
Bob Hammersley provided a brief overview of two legislative proposals which may affect the future of the Board, as follows:
· HB6394, as proposed by Governor Malloy, this bill would eliminate the Board; and
· SB819, this bill would fold the Board’s operations into the ConnDOT.
Chairman Alexander indicated that he had discussed the future of the Transportation Strategy Board with Governor Malloy, and both agreed that strategic planning and execution of those plans are most effectively vested in the Executive Branch of the State government.  Ms. Burnaska reported on the public hearing held on HB6394 and expressed her belief that the Board had brought all the entities involved in transportation and economic development together.  Several Board members discussed the need to institutionalize the strategic thinking and process Governor Malloy is committed to at the ConnDOT.  It was also noted that there should be economic development analysis and justification as a primary determinant in deciding which transportation projects go forward.  Ms. Burnaska also inquired as to the status of the TIAs under Governor Malloy’s proposal.
V. Other Business
Chairman Alexander suggested and it was agreed that the Board would suspend meetings until a final outcome on the Board’s future was reached by the General Assembly.  Members were reminded that this is not likely to occur until the end of the legislative process (June), and that members would be notified upon same.

VI. TIA & Public Comment
No comments were offered.

VII. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 11:18 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce Alexander
Chair

