


Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
June 23, 2010
Norwalk Transit District Offices
275 Wilson Avenue
Norwalk, Connecticut


Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, Commissioner Marrella, Lyle Wray, Fred Wilms, Jill Kelly, Sean Moore, Matthew Nemerson and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Acting Secretary Sisco (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Commissioner Marie (represented by Tom Maziarz), Robert Congdon, Commissioner McDonald, John Filchak, and Acting Commissioner Col. Davoren (represented by Lt. Peter Wack).
I. Call to Order
Chairperson Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:27 a.m.  

II. Chairman’s Comments
Chairperson Alexander recognized Jeb Walker, First Selectman-New Canaan, for the purposes of welcoming the Board to the Norwalk area.  Mr. Walker thanked the Board for holding the meeting in Norwalk at the request of the SWRPA.

III. Adoption of Minutes 
Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: Wray) to approve the minutes from the May 19, 2010 meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed. 
 
IV. Discussion: State’s Infrastructure Needs 
Mr. Maziarz led the Board through a white paper prepared by ConnDOT entitled Connecticut’s Transportation Needs, Challenges & Priorities, the purpose of which is to frame the State’s transportation issues as the Board continues to revise its strategy.  The white paper provided the Board with an overview of the challenges of maintaining the physical including a review of the condition of the infrastructure, the level of effort needed to restore and maintain a “state of good repair,” and the level of resources need to preserve and enhance the state’s transportation system.

Following Mr. Maziarz presentation Board members discussed the need to focus the state’s congressional effort as federal transportation funding is reauthorizated, the benefits of coordinating efforts on a local and regional basis and innovative funding options and opportunities to address the state’s transportation needs.  Several members also noted that the defining of a “state of good repair” is essential to the Board’s ability to address this issue as part of its transportation strategy.

Chairperson Alexander followed up the Board’s discussion by seeking input from members of the public.  Several members of the public spoke to issues including regional and local concerns, as well as the need to improve interagency cooperation.

V. Discussion: Revised Report & Recommendations
Under Secretary Smith provided the Board with a review of the Board’s 2007 report and identification of needed or recommended changes to same.

Following Under Secretary Smith’s presentation Board members discussed the evolution of the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield rail initiative and the benefits of further developing a regional funding alliance in regards to federal transportation authorization(s).

Chairperson Alexander again sought input from members of the public.  None were provided.

VI. Other Business
Commissioner Marrella noted the approval of the Transportation and Climate Initiative of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic States.  Commissioner Marrella further noted that the initiative was undertaken (partially) to highlight the economic and environmental advantages of working together to tackle common regional challenges and initiatives.

Chairperson Alexander reminded members that the next meeting of the Board is scheduled for Wednesday, July 28th and will include a review and discussion on drafts of various sections of the Board’s revised report and recommendations.

VII. TIA & Public Comment
See above.  No additional comments were provided.

VIII. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 12:01 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce D. Alexander
Chairperson





