


Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
February 17, 2010
Greenberg Conference Center at Yale University
391 Prospect Street
New Haven, CT
10 a.m.

Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, John Filchak, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Commissioner Marie, Sean Moore, and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Jeffery Klaus, Fred Wilms, Commissioner Marrella, Commissioner McDonald, Robert Congdon and Commissioner Danaher.
I. Call to Order
Chairperson Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.

II. Adoption of Minutes-January 20, 2010
The minutes weren’t adopted due to the lack of a quorum.
III.	Presentation: Overview of Transportation Trends (ConnDOT)
Tom Maziarz, Bureau Chief, Policy & Planning, ConnDOT, provided an overview of socioeconomic and transportation trends in Connecticut.  Mr. Maziarz presentation provided an overview of the state’s population, employment, vehicle miles of travel (VMT), motor fuel consumption and transit ridership trends.

Mr. Maziarz noted that his presentation included information provided in two documents prepared by ConnDOT, and which are available for additional information should it be needed.  These documents are Transportation in Connecticut: Trends & Planning Data (http://www.ct.gov/dot/cwp/view.asp?a=3531&q=317920 ) and Transportation in Connecticut: The Existing System (http://www.ct.gov/dot/lib/dot/documents/dpolicy/exist_sys.pdf). 
V.	Presentation: Project and Funding Overview (ConnDOT)
Commissioner Marie reviewed ConnDOT’s letter to FHWA and FTA dated January 20, 2010 which outlined ConnDOT’s position that preservation and ensuring the state-of-good repair of the state’s existing infrastructure is essential to the future of our transportation system and a legacy that must be responsibly attended to.  Commissioner Marie further elaborated that it is ConnDOT’s belief that when any dollars to become available for any system enhancement, consideration should be placed on those smaller projects that can offer public transit alternatives, address important safety and traffic flow issues, and address capacity and service needs.
Following Commissioner Marie’s presentation Board member discussed the project status hurdles and progress of the New Britain-Hartford Busway and the New Haven-Hartford-Springfield commuter rail projects; the level of Connecticut’s reliance on federal funding; options for enhanced state funding; and the federal funding reauthorization schedule and process.

Chairman Alexander suggested that the Board perform an examination of the portfolio of revenue options available.  Under Secretary Smith further added that the Board would be responsible for advancing the implementation of these options.

VI. Presentation: Budget and Special Transportation Fund (OPM)
Under Secretary Smith presented an overview of Governor Rell’s proposed budget adjustments for FY2011, Connecticut’s debt service costs and trends, as well as the Special Transportation Fund (STF) and state spending cap requirements.

Following the presentation a brief discussion occurred as to the possibility of constituting regional transit districts to raise revenue.

VII. Other Business
Chairman Alexander introduced Robert Congdon as the newest appointed member of the Board.

Chairman Alexander also presented a proposal for the outline of the board’s report, which addresses four areas:
1. Infrastructure needs—with and without enhancements; maintenance costs; state-of-good repair (accuracy, projects included in)
2. Service levels—implications of no enhancements to system (10-20 years); including economic development implications
3. Revenue options—trends, implications of federal funding levels; state options and regional opportunities
4. Recommended revenue options beyond that needed to maintain the current infrastructure needs; used to provide enhancements to the system; include a set of principles for distribution and assignment
Chairman Alexander also suggested that the report include a limited number of projects priorities.
Following a brief discussion, Board members agreed with Chairman Alexander’s proposed outline.
VIII. TIA & Public Comments
Floyd Lapp, SWRPA offered comments on innovative transportation finance, prioritization choices and governance.

IX. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 12:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Bruce D. Alexander
Chair





