



Minutes

Transportation Strategy Board
February 19, 2009

Legislative Office Building, Room 1C

Hartford, CT

9:00 a.m.
Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, John Filchak, Dennis Popp, Lyle Wray, Jill Kelly, Fred Wilms, Commissioner Marie, Commissioner McDonald, Roger Joyce and Jeffery Klaus.

Members Absent:  Secretary Genuario (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Commissioner Gina McCarthy, and Commissioner Danaher (represented by Sgt. Sawicki). 

I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher reviewed the meeting agenda.
III. Approval of Minutes—November 20, 2008
Ms. Burnaska made a motion (2nd: Smith) to approve the minutes from the last meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed.
IV. Electronic Tolling & Congestion Pricing Study

Chairman Kelleher outlined the intent of the study to present the Board as well as the State’s policy and legislative leaders with opportunities to examine, implement or consider electronic tolling and congestion pricing as a part of Connecticut’s overall transportation strategy.

Jeff Buxbaum, Cambridge Systematics, provided a presentation on the draft final report of this study.  Mr. Buxbaum’s presentation included a review of the study’s goal, areas of investigation and the concepts studied.

Following the presentation Chairman Kelleher thanked Cambridge Systematics for their work, which the chair noted framed issues for the Board’s discussion.  Chairman Kelleher also noted the critical importance of timing and the future of federal funding for transportation as well as taking a holistic approach in the review, discussions and recommendations moving forward.

Board members also discussed the potential future use of VMT fees, affects on economic development, long-term implications, affect of any electronic tolls on travel patterns, the cost of implementation on each of the concepts and the variations of congestion pricing.

Following the Board’s discussion, Chairman Kelleher opened the meeting to members of the public for comment on the study, as follows:

· Representative Guerrera-commented on potential use of border tolls, revenue possibilities and the potential benefits to alternative modes of public transportation;

· Floyd Lapp-commented on the process which the study followed;

· Mike Riley-spoke to privacy issues and the impacts on the trucking industry; and 

· Molly McKay-addressed the needs to expand the SLE service as well as access to the region’s core project (ARC). 
V. Governor Rell’s Proposed Budget, FY2010/FY2011

Under Secretary Smith addressed the transportation components of the Governor’s recently proposed budget, noting the focus is on maintaining the fiscal vitality of the STF.
Following the presentation, Chairman Kelleher inquired how federal stimulus funding may affect projects moving forward.  Commissioner Marie noted ConnDOT’s efforts to take full advantage of federal stimulus dollars which, in turn, as positioned the state well to maximize any opportunity.

Commissioner Marie also spoke to the Governor’s budget to grow and protect our transportation infrastructure.

VI. ConnDOT Action, Initiatives & Goals

Chairman Kelleher postponed this item for the next Board meeting.
VII. Other Business

No other business was brought forward.
VIII. Public Comment

Eric Brown (CBIA) spoke to the state’s long range transportation plan.
IX. Adjournment

The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 11:01 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Kevin J. Kelleher



Chairman

