


Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board
August 19, 2010
Legislative Office Building
Room 1E
Hartford, Connecticut
10 a.m. – noon

Members present: Chairperson Bruce Alexander, Commissioner Marrella, Acting Commissioner Parker, Commissioner McDonald, John Filchak, Fred Wilms, Matthew Nemerson, Lyle Wray, Sean Moore and Karen Burnaska.
Members Absent:  Acting Secretary Sisco (represented by Under Secretary Philip Smith), Acting Commissioner James Thomas (represented by Lt. David Rosado), Robert Congdon, Jill Kelly.
I. Call to Order
Chairperson Alexander called the meeting to order at 10:09 a.m.  

II. Adoption of Minutes 
Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: Burnaska) to approve the minutes from the July 28, 2010 meeting of the Board.  Voice vote—motion passed.

III. Review and Discussion: Board’s Summary Report on Transportation Strategy 
Tom Maziarz provided an overview of the draft discussion paper entitled “A Strategic Framework for Investing in Connecticut’s Transportation.”  Mr. Maziarz noted that the paper’s intent was to capture thoughts and discussions at previous meetings on topics such as infrastructure preservation needs and transportation’s effect on economic growth.  Mr. Maziarz further noted that the paper did not address the Board’s request for revenue options, which will be the topic of a presentation at a future Board meeting.

Board discussion on the discussion paper included, but is not limited to, issues regarding environmental considerations, the effect of traffic incident on congestion, the percentage of freight moving through the state via trucks, the cost of congestion and the capacity of Connecticut’s highways.  Further discussion was had on the need for the Board’s report to provide or determine a distinction between maintenance and restoration needs of the state’s transportation network, the need to include some reference to municipal transportation infrastructure, and the evolution of the state’s aviation system.

Members also noted the need to look at issues from a multimodal perspective and the state’s proximity to greater New York City and Boston areas.

Chairman Alexander suggested that Board members think of how the Board can best approach the issue of funding needs, including the providing of a menu of funding sources to assist the Executive Branch to address and make any necessary investment.

IV. Review and Discussion: Transportation and Air Quality
Commissioner Marrella noted the distribution of a paper on the linkage between transportation and air quality issues.  The intent is to include some reference of same in the Board’s 2011 report.

Board members were asked to review same and bring any comments to the Board’s next meeting.

V. Other Business
Under Secretary Smith reviewed the Board’s next steps, to identify potential revenue sources and examine the language around the aviation and ports section(s) of the Board’s 2011 report.

Karen Burnaska inquired as to the Board’s intent to reach-out to the Transportation Investment Areas (TIAs).  Chairman Alexander committed to do so and solicit their input as well as any other stakeholder group.

VI. TIA & Public Comment
Representative David McCluskey commented on the need for the Board’s 2011 report to empathies and focus on an intermodal system and policy, highlighting connectivity needs and opportunities.  In addition, Rep. McCluskey suggested that the Board examine the amount of time spent in planning, designing and building transportation improvements.

Richard Dunne, VCOG suggested that the Board maintain some mention and recommendations on the Route 8 corridor in its 2011 report.

Susan Prosi, SWRPA noted the importance of a taking a needs based approach to transportation funding issues.  Ms. Prosi also spoke to the real cost of deferred maintenance.

VII. Adjournment
The meeting of the Board was adjourned at 12:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Bruce D. Alexander
Chairperson






