Minutes
Transportation Strategy Board

December 19, 2007
Legislative Office Building

Hartford, Connecticut

9:30 a.m.

Members present: Chairman Kevin J. Kelleher, Sean Moore, Karen Burnaska, , Under Secretary Philip Smith, Fred Wilms, John Filchak, Deputy Commissioner Amey Marrella,  Jill Kelly, Lyle Wray and Roger Joyce.
Members Absent: Commissioner Danaher (represented by Peter Wack), Commissioner Carpenter  (represented by Charles Barone), Dennis Popp, Commissioner McDonald (represented by Larry Lisardi) and Jeffery Klaus.

I. Call to Order

Chairman Kelleher called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.

II. Chairman’s Comments

Chairman Kelleher outlined the agenda for the meeting and welcomed Jill Kelly and Lyle Wray to their first meeting of the Board.

Chairman Kelleher also noted the recent announcement of retirement by Commissioner Carpenter.  It was noted that a resolution thanking Commissioner Carpenter will be forthcoming at the January Board meeting.  Chairman Kelleher reviewed an announcement by Governor Rell to perform a nationwide search for the Department’s next commissioner.

Chairman Kelleher also provided a brief update on the deliberations of the Governor’s Commission on the Reorganization of the Connecticut Department of Transportation.  It was specifically noted that the Commission’s report will be released in early January 2008.  Chairman Kelleher anticipates that many of Commission’s recommendations will be consistent with the Board’s report and recommendations of January 2007.

III. Approval of Minutes
Mr. Moore made a motion (2nd: Joyce) to accept the minutes from the last Board meeting.  Voice vote—motion passed.

IV. 2007 Transportation Legislation
Under Secretary Smith reviewed recently adopted transportation legislation, as it specifically relates to the Board.  These include the funding to study the governance of and operations at Bradley International Airport, as well as a revision to the Board’s reporting schedule.
V. TSB Project Account
Under Secretary Smith reviewed the five year spending plan for the TSB Project Account.
VI. TSB Studies

Chairman Kelleher reviewed the provisions of the recently adopted legislation (as noted under an earlier agenda item); and outlined the need to move forward on both the study of governance and operations at Bradley International Airport as well as a statewide study of Electronic Tolls and Congestion Pricing.
Following brief discussion by Board members regarding the studies cost and schedule, Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: Burnaska) as follows:

RESOLVED, 

That the Transportation Strategy Board undertake a comprehensive review and analysis of electronic tolls and congestion pricing as a means of both managing transportation demand and raising revenue including, but not  limited to: (1) identification of opportunities for tolls and congestion pricing in Connecticut; (2) analysis of the steps required to take advantage of those opportunities; (3) type, location and operation of tolls; (4) pricing strategies; (5) potential operating costs and revenues; (6) impact on traffic congestion and patterns of travel; (7) regional equity; (8) environmental impact; (9) economic impacts; (10) safety; (11) public/private partnerships; (12) impact of federal requirements on identified options; and (13) implementation strategies, costs and timelines.

FURTHER RESOLVED,

That the Office of Policy and Management be requested to procure necessary consulting services in connection with such study.

Voice vote—motion passed.

Under Secretary Smith made a motion (2nd: Wray) to authorize a study of the governance and operations at Bradley International Airport consistent with Section 96 of Public Act 07-7 (JSS).  Voice vote—motion passed.
VII. Other Business

No impact statements were received.
Under Secretary Smith reviewed a memo outlining the status of the 2005 and 2006 transportation initiatives, as required by §13b-79z.  It was noted that a primary theme of the pending report by Secretary Genuario will be the pace of which these projects are moving forward.  Chairman Kelleher asked Board members to review the memo and provide any comments as soon as possible.

VIII. TIA & Public Comment

Dr. Floyd Lapp commented on the Board’s Electronic Tolls and Congestion Pricing study.

IX. Adjournment

Mr. Moore made a motion (2nd: Wilms) to adjourn at 9:20 a.m.  Voice vote—motion passed.





Respectfully submitted,





Kevin Kelleher







Chairman

