TRANSPORTATION AND AIR QUALITY
Connecticut’s transportation choices play an important role in achieving the state’s air quality goals.  Integration of air quality considerations into transportation planning is the best way to assure Connecticut achieves its multi-faceted goals for our State’s transportation sector.

In accordance with the federal Clean Air Act, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) must establish health-based National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for certain pollutants.  Once EPA sets the standard, states must submit State Implementation Plans (SIPs) to attain and maintain air quality within their borders consistent with the NAAQS requirements.  Currently, the entire state has been designated as non-attainment for the federal, health-based standard for ozone.  Fairfield and New Haven Counties have also been designated non-attainment for the fine particulate NAAQS standard. Non-attainment designation means that the air quality exceeds the maximum limits for ozone and fine particulate established by EPA.
EPA is in the process of updating the NAAQS for several criteria pollutants: ozone, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide, fine particulate matter (PM2.5) and lead.  EPA’s recently revised nitrogen dioxide NAAQS clearly shift the focus of air quality monitoring to transportation sources. 
 EPA intends to issue final standards by September 1, 2010 to strengthen the 8-hour “primary” ozone standard, designed to protect public health, to a level within the range of 0.060-0.070 parts per million.  EPA is also conducting a review of the existing air quality criteria and the NAAQS for PM2.5
  and is expected to promulgate new standards in October of 2011. 
A new State Implementation Plan (SIP) for ozone is due to EPA in 2013.  In the SIP, the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) will have to specify how Connecticut will meet the new, more stringent ozone NAAQS. Under federal law, Connecticut must identify legally binding strategies to attain the federal NAAQS.  Failure to submit an approvable SIP demonstrating attainment of the federal health-based standards within prescribed time frames can result in the loss of federal highway funds.

Connecticut’s commitment to attain the ozone and particulate matter heath standards requires strategies designed to reduce emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx), volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and fine particulate matter (fine particulate).  The mobile source sector, which includes cars, trucks, buses, locomotives, and construction equipment, is a significant source of NOx, VOC, and fine particulate emissions.  Minimizing Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) and single-occupancy vehicles, as well as reducing emissions from the diesel-powered engines, are important strategies to improve Connecticut’s air quality.

Mobile sources are also significant carbon emitters.  State efforts to address climate change recognize the substantial contribution of mobile sources to the state’s total annual carbon emissions.  In 2008 the legislature established aggressive mandatory greenhouse gas reductions targets that are outlined in CGS section 22a-200a. Connecticut must achieve reductions of greenhouse gases (GHGs) by over 80% by 2050, and the transportation sector represents over 40% of the GHGs emitted in the State. Similarly, the state has recognized that diesel-powered engines produce toxic emissions of concern as well as carbon and fine particulate.

State-wide plans have been developed as part of an integrated approach to addressing air quality impacts from transportation sources.  These plans include The 2005 Climate Change Action Plan and the planning efforts currently underway to meet the GHG reduction targets under CGS section 22a-200a, the Governor’s Energy Plan, the Connecticut Diesel Plan, as well as the state’s on-going SIP efforts.

Key transportation initiatives identified in these plans include:

· Reducing VMTs by encouraging transit, rail, bicycle and pedestrian components for the strategic transportation network.
· Encouraging inclusion of climate modeling data in repair/replacement of transportation infrastructure.
· Developing an infrastructure plan for providing alternatives to freight trucks, including enhanced freight rail infrastructure and intermodal transfer facilities.
· Reducing emissions from legacy fleets, in the transit, construction, school bus and motor transport sectors.
· Enhancing education and enforcement of the state’s existing anti-idling strategy.
· Participating in a Transportation Climate Initiative (TCI) with ten other states to work on innovative regional initiatives such as an electric vehicle corridor between Maine and Washington D.C. to expand sustainable transportation options, support livable communities, and work towards connecting the region’s existing mixed use transit oriented communities.

The Transportation Strategy Board supports integrating Connecticut’s air quality goals into the state’s transportation planning.
� On January 22, 2010, EPA adopted stricter standards for NO2 emissions that mandate changes to air monitoring near roadways.  By 2013, such monitors must be operational in the New Haven, Bridgeport and Hartford urban areas.


� A new Federal Reference Method for monitoring PM2.5 is to be implemented at the new multi-pollutant monitoring stations by January 1, 2011.





