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RAIL FREIGHT
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Connecticut’s rail freight network includes over six hundred miles of trackage owned by public and private parties, including about 250 miles shared with passenger rail services. About 381 miles (60%) are owned by public bodies
 and almost 250 miles (40%) are in private hands. 

Eight freight carriers, or partnerships between carriers, operate within the State of Connecticut. The lines over which each railroad operates are shown on the DOT map at the left. According to the department, about 8.5 million tons of cargo was shipped by rail in 2008, the last year for which information is available. This is down from 8.8 million tons in 2007 and the recent high of almost 9.7 million tons in 2005
. 

Rail freight cargos  include crushed stone, gravel and sand, scrap metal and paper, pulp and paper products, chemicals, soaps, cleaners, concrete, clay, construction and demolition debris, clay, steel, primary metal products and hazardous waste.
Issues impacting rail freight operations in Connecticut include overhead clearances, speed and weight limits (generally related to track conditions), changes in the state’s economy and manufacturing base, changes in business practices (for example, “just in time” delivery) and limited connectivity to the national rail network. 
Since the Transportation Strategy Board was created it has repeatedly heard from speakers, organizations and legislators who have argued for expanding the use of rail freight as a means of diverting traffic from the highways and thereby reducing congestion. At the same time, the Department of Transportation and others have expressed concern about the possible impact of increased rail freight on Connecticut's growing commuter rail system.
In 2007, the TSB identified “series of important questions and issues which need to be resolved in order for the state to properly assess the potential impact of increased rail freight service and whether to pursue that service”. They included:
· Whether a commercial market exists and will support enhanced rail  freight service;

· How increased rail freight service would impact highway congestion, particularly on Connecticut's interstate highways;

· How enhanced rail freight service would impact Connecticut's existing and planned commuter rails lines, including scheduling, track availability, safety and physical infrastructure; and

· The obstacles to enhanced rail freight service and how best to address them.

The TSB went on to recommend “that the State develop a comprehensive analysis of the potential for enhanced rail freight service to and through Connecticut, including, but not limited to: (1) the market for enhanced rail freight services; (2) the impact of enhanced rail freight service on traffic and congestion; (3) obstacles to enhanced rail freight service and ways to address them; and (4) the impact of enhanced rail freight service on commuter rail service, including scheduling and track availability, safety and physical infrastructure”.
Funds for that study were initially approved by the Governor and the General Assembly, but were last rescinded as a result of the state’s fiscal crisis.
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� 	The State of Connecticut, AMTRAK and the City of Bristol.


� 	State of Connecticut, Draft State Rail Plan (2010)
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