
 

Tobacco and Health Trust Fund Board Meeting 

Thursday, October 16, 2014 

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Legislative Office Building 

Room 1B 

Hartford, Connecticut 

 

Members Present: Anne Foley-Chair, Diane Becker, Patricia Checko, Ellen Dornelas, 

Lisa Hammersley, Elaine O’Keefe, Kelly Leppard, Robert Leighton, Ken Ferrucci, Joel 

Rudikoff,  Michael Rell, Suchitra Krishnan-Sarin, Renee Coleman-Mitchell for Katharine 

Lewis, and Robert Zavoski. 

Members Absent: Larry Deutsch, Geralyn Laut, and Cheryl Resha. 

 

Welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chair, Anne Foley, convened the 
meeting at 9:10 a.m.  The Chair 
introduced Suchitra Krishnan-Sarin, 
Associate Professor of Psychiatry at Yale 
University School of Medicine as a new 
board member.  She was appointed by 
Senate President Pro Tempore, Donald 
Williams to replace Douglas Fishman.  
Suchitra noted that her expertise is in 
adolescent tobacco use behaviors. She is a 
member of the FDA’s Tobacco Product 
Scientific Advisory Committee and the 
Principal Investigator on a NIH-funded 
center at Yale focused on tobacco 
regulation. 

Approval of September 19, 2014 Meeting 
Minutes 

Ellen Dornelas moved approval of the 
September 19, 2014 meeting minutes. The 
motion was seconded by Patricia Checko.  
The minutes were approved on a voice 
vote with one abstention by Michael Rell.  

Approval of Topics #7-12 for Teen Kids 
News Series 

The Board reviewed topics #7-12 for the 
Teen Kids News Series.  The Chair 
reminded members that the first six 



 

topics were previously approved by the 
Board.   
 
Patricia Checko moved approval of the 
topics for the Teen Kids News Series.  
The motion was seconded by Elaine 
O’Keefe. The topics were approved on a 
voice vote with Renee Coleman-Mitchell 
voting no.  Renee stated that the topics 
show no evidence of conveying “hard 
hitting messages” to teens as the reason 
for her opposition. 
 

Development of FY 2015 Funding 
Recommendations 

a) Review QuitLine Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board reviewed additional 
information on QuitLine submitted by 
Alere.  Highlights include: 
 

 In 2011, 2013, and 2014 the 
Connecticut QuitLine reach was 
under the North American QuitLine 
Consortium’s (NAQC) recommended 
target of 2%. 

 In 2012, the QuitLine reach exceeded 
the recommended 2% reach. This may 
be attributed to the counter-marketing 
campaign funded by the board with 
media ads tagged with QuitLine 
information.   

 Connecticut’s overall QuitLine quit 
rate of 27% is consistent with four 
other states, where the quit rates 
range from 25% - 30%.  Connecticut’s 
Medicaid quit rate of 24.7% is similar 
to four other states, where the rates 
range from 21% - 27% (Alere is not 
authorized to name the four states). 

 Alere provided ideas for Quitline 
Outreach efforts.  

 
The Board asked for an analysis 
comparing QuitLine quit rates to quit 
rates of other cessation programs. 
 



 

b) Review Medicaid Spending for 
Smoking Cessation 

Robert Zavoski reviewed Medicaid 
Spending for Smoking Cessation for CY 
2012 – 2014.  Robert noted that many 
health care providers submit claims for 
smoking cessation treatment under other 
codes and diagnoses to best maximize 
payment.  As a result, services reported 
under the provider category are 
underestimated.  He also noted that the 
pharmacy costs for prescription drugs to 
assist patients in their efforts to quit are 
fairly accurate. 

Review Proposed Funding Framework The Chair summarized the proposed 
funding framework based on discussion 
at the last Board meeting.  She stated that 
the proposed framework shows how the 
$3,511,833 would be distributed through 
Request for Proposals (RFP) based on the 
CDC’s recommended program 
interventions and funding levels.  She 
noted that the Infrastructure, 
Administration and Management 
Intervention will not be part of a 
competitive bidding process. 
 
After discussion, Patricia Checko moved 
approval of the proposed funding 
framework using a competitive bidding 
process for the first four program 
interventions ($1.4 million for State and 
Community Interventions; $385,650 for 
Mass-Reach Health Communication 
Interventions; $1.2 million for Cessation 
Interventions; and $351,183 for 
Evaluation) with the following 
stipulations: 

 Funding in the Evaluation category 
will not be used for Surveillance  

 Infrastructure, Administration and 
Management ($175,000) will be 
procured by the Department of Public 
Health not using a competitive 
bidding process. 

http://www.ct.gov/opm/lib/opm/secretary/tobacco/smoking_cessation_-_dss_overall_spending_summary__2014_10-16.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/opm/lib/opm/secretary/tobacco/smoking_cessation_-_dss_overall_spending_summary__2014_10-16.pdf


 

 Setting aside $294,322 from the 
Cessation Interventions category to 
fund the third year of the Department 
of Correction’s smoking cessation 
program.   

 Ensuring all program interventions 
align with the Board’s Guiding 
Principles:   

o Sustainable programming 
o Consistent with existing public 

research and plan documents 
o Complement and enhance 

existing programming and 
expenditure 

o Focus on 
societal/environmental change 

o Cultural Sensitivity 
o Effect and outcome-based 

efforts   
The motion was approved on a voice 
vote. 
 
The Tobacco and Health Trust Fund 
Board draft report will be sent to the 
Board for review and comments on 
November 13. 

Next Steps The next meeting will be held on Friday, 
November 21 from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
in Room 1B at the LOB. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 p.m. 

 

 

 


