1. As certain terms in your Standard Contract may be problematic for many proposers, the requirement that all proposers must accept the State’s Standard Contract Language may limit the number of respondents to this RFP.  Will you consider proposed changes to the Standard Contract Language as part of a proposer’s proposal?
Any Changes to OPM’s Standard Contract Language must be vetted and approved by OPM’s in-house legal counsel and the Office of the Attorney General (“OAG”).  Without knowing the exact specifics or area of concern, it is impossible to state that there will be any flexibility to proposed changes.  In general, OPM and the OAG are reluctant to change the boilerplate and the agencies cannot and will not waive the State’s Sovereign Immunity.

2. Is there a list available of qualified or State of Connecticut-approved MBE firms?
No. 

3. Contract Section CC, Large State Construction or Procurement Contract, seems to apply only to construction contracts; is section CC inapplicable to this engagement and is the related Affirmation of Receipt of State Ethics Law Summary therefore not required?
The OAG has approved and sanctioned the boilerplate found in OPM’s contract language.  Consequently, OPM’s base contract is a “locked” document that cannot be altered without gaining OAG approval.  Admittedly, certain sections of the contract boilerplate may not be applicable to certain contracts, and in such cases such language would have no effect on a contracting party.

4. Please advise if legal advisory services are a requirement at this stage? We would like to know if we should include on our bid team, a legal firm with experience in P3 deals.
Yes, the State would like to see the service included so that we may have the option to utilize the services of legal staff from the proposer’s team. 

5. “Underwriting services” are mentioned in the RFP in addition to Financial Advisory Services. 
                Is it a requirement for the lead proposer to be an investment bank?
 Yes

6. Is it a requirement to have an investment bank team member?
Yes

7. Will the contractor be required to conduct extensive public outreach to seek both public and professional testimony on the application of a P3 approach, as per New York and Maryland?
Some outreach may be necessary, however, unlike New York and Maryland the Public Act has already been passed by the legislator prior to our undertaking this initiative.

8. Does the State of CT have a short list of projects that could be candidates for further development using a P3 approach?
               No

9. Social infrastructure and Transportation infrastructure development require different types of expertise.  Will it be acceptable to have a team combined of different specialist firms to be able to cover both these sectors?
Yes

10. Has the State of CT already engaged other specialist advisors e.g. legal, other, to support this effort?
No 

11. Will the Contractor be required to carry out technical bid evaluations?
Yes

12. RFP Procedures, B. Proposers’ Authorized Representative, page 3 requires an authorized representative and one alternate. Might it be possible to confirm that proposers may include the alternate’s information in Section 5 - Personnel Resources?
Yes

13. RFP requests proposers submit an electronic copy in MS Word 7.0. Might either a MS Word 97-2003 Document or a text-searchable .pdf be acceptable and compliant?
Yes

14. Exhibit B is required to utilize for supplying our cost, whereas the RFP “welcomes innovative cost proposals.” Might it be possible to confirm that we may include attachments to Exhibit B in order to supply innovative cost proposals?
Yes attachments may be included.

15. RFP Conditions, item O. on Page 7 states proposers must accept the contract language. Might it be possible to confirm that proposers may comply with this specification by so stating in Section 8 - Affidavits?
Complete the attached Vendor Bidder Profile Form.

16. Might it be possible to confirm that proposers shall insert the Personal Service Agreement Form CO-802A within Section 8 - Affidavits?
Bidders do not need to complete the CO-802A Form with their bid.  That form, as well as OPM’s contract boilerplate, is simply included in the RFP package to provide all bidders notice of OPM’s contract requirements and boilerplate.  As many private parties may not be familiar with the fact that the State of Connecticut adheres to the Doctrine of Sovereign Immunity, we have found it helpful for bidders to understand OPM’s contracting environment.

17. Attachment B is followed by an unnumbered page titled “Forms.” The “Forms” page references both Ethics Affidavits and Certification forms and the Nondiscrimination Certification Form. Section 8 - Affidavits references Form 5 and Form 6. Might it be possible to confirm that proposers shall also insert Form 1 Gifts and Nondiscrimination Certification Forms within Section 8 - Affidavits as well? 
For this particular RFP, only Form 5 and the Nondiscrimination Forms need to be submitted with the bid.  Form 1 will be required from the successful bidder who is awarded the State contract.  Form 6 is not applicable, as this RFP is not seeking a large state contract or procurement contract. 

18. Section 2, item D. references a required Notification to Bidders Form. How might proposers obtain said form?
The referenced form is part of the underlying RFP (i.e., towards the end of the RFP package).

19. Page 11 of the RFP, Evaluation of Proposals, item 5. Demonstrated Commitment to Affirmative Action lists five evaluation compliance requirements (a) through (e). How shall proposers demonstrate compliance to requirements (a) through (e)? Where shall said demonstrations be inserted within the proposer’s response?
Bidders must demonstrate compliance by filling out the attached the contractor compliance report (i.e., towards the end of the RFP package) and completing the referenced Forms in Section 2 of the RFP.

20. Following Form W-9 is a “State of Connecticut Office of Policy and Management Contract Compliance Package.” Its unnumbered “Contents” page references II. Bidder’s Packet and “definitions and descriptions to assist in completing the Bidder Contract Compliance Monitoring Report.” Might it be possible to clarify how proposers shall comply with this specification? Under what Section number of the proposer’s response should the proposers respond to this specification? 
Complete the attached Bidder Contract Compliance Monitoring Report. 

21. Following Form W-9 is a “State of Connecticut Office of Policy and Management Contract Compliance Package.” Its unnumbered “Contents” page references III. Pertinent Statutes and Regulations of the state of Connecticut. Might it be possible to clarify how proposers shall comply with this section? Under what Section number of the proposer’s response should the proposers respond to this section?
Bidders should read the cited statutory sections and complete the Notification of Bidder Form, the Bidder Contract Compliance Monitoring Report and all the forms referenced in Section 2 of the RFP. 

22. Section II. Bidder’s Packet Office of Policy and Management includes a form titled “Acknowledgement of Contract Compliance Notification to Bidders.” Might it be possible to confirm that proposers shall include said form in Section 8 - Affidavits?
       No.  Such form shall be included the response for Section 2 of the RFP.

23. Section II. Bidder’s Packet Office of Policy and Management includes a form titled “Bidder Contract Compliance Monitoring Report.” Might it be possible to confirm that proposers shall include said form in Section 8 - Affidavits?
No.  Such form shall be included the response for Section 2 of the RFP.

24. Under “Contractor Qualifications” on page 2 of the RFP, the State identifies that Contractors must have “a demonstrable track record providing financial advisory and underwriting services”.  Please confirm whether the State requires underwriting as a required qualification, and if so, why this is necessary.
These services may or may not be required by the State of CT in the P3 process, however, past experience with successful underwriting will be taken into account and reflect positively on respondents.

25. Does the State have outside Counsel experienced in PPP available to support this effort or should proposers seek to include such a skillset as part of their team?
No the State does not.  Yes those skills should be included in proposals.

26. If legal services are to be included as part of this proposal, would the State be willing to accept a joint financial/ legal proposal but ultimately contract directly with the legal advisor?
OPM will contract only with a bidder to the RFP.  If a bidder does not have an in-house legal unit, bidder will partner and subcontract with a legal service provider.

27. Since we are still involved in teaming discussions, the nature of which are dependent upon the State’s responses to this round of questions, would the State be willing to extend the submission date for questions for a further 7 days after initial responses are issued in order to allow follow up questions?
Proposers will be given three (3) extra days to submit proposals.  The new deadline will be July 19, 2012.

New Timeline
June 1, 2012         RFP Released
June 15, 2012      Deadline for questions
June 27, 2012      Written Answers to Questions Released
July 19, 2012       Proposals Due
July 30, 2012       Meetings with Proposers
               August 6, 2012   Contractor Selection
August 7, 2012    Start of Contract Negotiations
September 4, 2012  Start of Contract


28. Our firm also has a municipal bond underwriting business and we would like to confirm that if chosen, our engagement on this assignment would not prelude us from pursuing or participating in bond underwriting for the State or any related entities.
No, the proposer would not be precluded from pursuing underwriting business.

29. Does the State expect the consultant team to include legal counsel capable of providing due diligence on potential P3 projects and preparing concession documents and other potentially required P3 contracts or will the State procure these services separately through the Attorney General’s Office or another office.
The state would like the option of having these services provided by the consultant team.

30. What types of state assets are expected to be considered for a public-private partnership (P3s)? 
Consistent with P.A. 11-1, OPM shall consider, early childcare, educational, health or housing facilities; transportation systems, including ports, transit-oriented development and related infrastructure; and any other kind of facility that may from time to time be designated as such by an act of the General Assembly. 

31. Why types of sectors (i.e. transportation, government buildings, etc.) and/or State departments will be considered for P3 transactions?
Consistent with P.A. 11-1, OPM shall consider early childcare, educational, health or housing facilities; transportation systems, including ports, transit-oriented development and related infrastructure; and any other kind of facility that may from time to time be designated as such by an act of the General Assembly. 

32. How many transactions does the State anticipate that the advisor will handle during the contract period?
Consistent with P.A. 11-1, prior to January 1, 2015, the Governor shall approve not more than five projects to be implemented as public-private partnership projects.

33. Has the State estimated how many person-hours will be expended on this assignment?  Or has it established a maximum budget?
No

34. Is Exhibit B on page 17 the only way to describe the consultant's cost structure?  
All bidders must use Exhibit B to describe the consultant’s cost structure.  However, if a bidder feels that additional amplification is necessary and/or Exhibit B’s structure does allow it to list all possible cost bid options, bidders may also supplement their proposal with alternative narrative and budget option(s) in addition to the mandatory Exhibit B.

35. Will the state consider compensation based on hourly rates and/or on a contingent, success-fee basis?
All and all possible permutations will be considered.  The most cost-effective plan for the State will be chosen.

36. Does the State expect that the consultant team to include legal and technical (i.e. engineering firm) advisors?
        Yes 

37. How many consultant teams will be hired for this assignment?
That will be determined in the selection process.

38. Does the request for proposals by the State of Connecticut Office of Policy and Management regarding public-private partnerships (P3) (financial advisory services) include legal services from law firms?
Yes
