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May 29, 2013		revised

To:	Nonprofit Community-Based Provider Organizations
Provider Trade Associations

From:	Terry Edelstein, Governor’s Nonprofit Liaison

[bookmark: _GoBack]Re:	Access Health CT Issues RFP for Outreach Programs& Other Updates

New:  Public Comment Period on Storm Sandy Recovery Funds


I’m pleased to provide you with updates relating to health and human services.  I have served as Governor Malloy’s Nonprofit Liaison for almost eight months now.  My particular areas of focus have included:

· Work Group on deemed status and single licensing:  working with state healthcare licensing agencies, nonprofit provider representatives and the state’s information technology service to develop an online posting resource and consolidated licensing policies, regulations and statutory provisions and initiate deemed status pilots

· Governor's Cabinet on Nonprofit Health and Human Services: Developing report for the Governor by 9/1/13 based on the recommendations of the Cabinet Work Groups
· Work Group on Jobs
· Work Group on Population Results
· Work Group on Contract Procurement and Administration with subcommittees on bonding, cost standards and contract procurement 

http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2998&Q=490946 

· Bonding for nonprofit health and human services providers:  implementing Governor’s major bond allocation and modifying current bonding policies and procedures

· Governor’s Sandy Hook Advisory Commission:  Coordinating mental health presentations, assisting with full Commission in writing Commission report

· Affordable Care Act:  Coordinating policy discussions on impact on nonprofit community-based providers in relation to their role as employers and the impact on their employees

· Constituent Services:  Responding to questions from the field and consolidating information and resources



MEETINGS WITH LOCAL COALITIONS AND ASSOCIATIONS

I welcome your invitations to attend meetings and events in your communities, particularly coalition and association meetings.  I’d be glad to provide briefings from the Governor’s Office and learn more about your local and statewide issues.  The best way to reach me is at Terry.Edelstein@ct.gov  



INFORMATION AND REFERRAL

Feel free to contact me at any time if I can be of assistance to you.



NEW:  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ON STORM SANDY FUNDING

GOV. MALLOY: STATE ISSUES ACTION PLANS FOR $82.5 MILLION IN FEDERAL STORM SANDY RECOVERY FUNDS
Plans for CDBG-DR and SSBG Supplemental Fund Grants Now Available for Public Review & Comment

See Governor Malloy’s May 29 press release announcing a public comment period about the allocation of Storm Sandy recovery funds.  http://www.governor.ct.gov/malloy/cwp/view.asp?A=4010&Q=525630  

· DECD comment period to June 4, 2013

· DSS comment period to June 13, 2013



ACCESS HEALTH CT OUTREACH WORKER RFP EXTENDED TO JUNE 7

I am pleased to forward information about the RFP issued by Access Health CT for outreach workers.  Please note:  the due date for the RFP has been extended to June 7, 2013.

“In partnership with the Office of the Healthcare Advocate, Access Health CT has created the Navigator and Assister Outreach Programs to not only enroll the uninsured, but to establish a structure that eliminates barriers to health equity and promotes healthier communities.  Our goal is to partner with community-based organizations – including nonprofit, faith-based institutions and small businesses – that will reach out to help members of their communities get access to health insurance coverage.

“We are currently seeking Request for Proposals for the Community Assister Outreach Program.  Grants of up to $6,000 each will be available to selected organizations. The grant covers one employee per location to become an "assister.”  The deadline to apply for the grant is June 7, 2013.”

RFP in English:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BRD7BXR
 
RFP in Spanish:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2HPMS9L



ACCESS HEALTH CT OFFERS INFORMATION ABOUT ROLLOUT OF AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

See the Access Health CT website for information about your role as an employer and options available for your employees through Connecticut’s Health Insurance Exchange.  

You’ll find the “navigator” tool and information about a business expo for employers with fewer than 50 employees.

http://www.accesshealthct.com/  

See detailed information about the work of the Exchange in this March 14, 2013 presentation to the Exchange Board of Directors:  http://www.ct.gov/hix/lib/hix/Board_of_Directors_Meeting_031413Final_PVL.pdf  



CT PURSUES STATE INNOVATION MODEL GRANT FOR HEALTHCARE REFORM

Learn about Connecticut’s work to secure a SIM grant to build on healthcare opportunities in the state.  The planning team has created work groups on:  care delivery, payment reform and health information technology.

http://healthreform.ct.gov/ohri/cwp/view.asp?a=2742&q=334428



GOVERNOR’S NONPROFIT BOND PROPOSAL APPROVED BY FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Governor’s proposed bond pool for health and human service providers ($20 M in each year of the biennium) was approved by the Finance Committee in April.  The final funding amount won’t be resolved until the Legislature adjourns on June 5.

I am developing a plan, in conjunction with the Governor’s Cabinet on Nonprofit Health and Human Services, for allocating the funding once it is approved.  Notice of availability will be issued via a DAS procurement posting some time after July 1.

See the Governor’s January 30 press release announcing his intent to recommend this bond pool:  http://www.governor.ct.gov/malloy/cwp/view.asp?A=4010&Q=517968 
There are bonding dollars available through other state agencies such as the Department of Economic and Community Development, DDS, DCF, DMHAS and DSS as well.  Email me to receive updated information about the DDS bond process.



CT DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFERS RESOURCES FOR NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

DECD offers an array of services for businesses some of which provide opportunities for nonprofit organizations.

See information about:
· Technical Assistance		Tech Assistance Front Page
· Small Business Express	EXP Program
· Financial Assistance		FIN Assistance
· Tax Incentives			Tax Incentives
· First Five Program		First Five


RECEIVE INFORMATION ABOUT RFPS DIRECTLY

Be sure to sign up for daily posts from the Department of Administrative Services for up to date information about pending RFPs.  http://das.ct.gov/cr1.aspx?page=161  

The Judicial Branch sends out automated notifications about pending RFPs as well.  Judicial RFPs are not included on the DAS posts.   http://www.jud2.ct.gov/BidNotices/BidRegistration.asp 



OPM ISSUES EFFICIENCY STUDY

See OPM recommendations for efficiencies in Purchase of Service contracting operations.  Each Purchase of Service state agency has been charged with reporting back to OPM by July 31 about a detailed series of recommendations relating to agency processes and procedures.

Contract Efficiency Office Final Report:  http://www.ct.gov/opm/lib/opm/POS_Contracting_Efficiency_Office_Final_Report.pdf 



CT FEATURED IN NATIONAL PUBLICATION ABOUT CONTRACTING REFORM

The National Council of Nonprofits issued a report in April, Partnering for Impact: Government-Nonprofit Contracting Reform Task Forces Produce Results for Taxpayers, that “focuses on recent efforts in nine states (Connecticut, Hawai'i, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, and Texas) where joint task forces developed recommendations to streamline government-nonprofit contracting processes. These task forces are making progress in fixing inefficient systems in their states and saving taxpayers money by eliminating redundant processes, promoting online document repositories, and initiating other solutions.”
 
Bob Dakers, Executive Finance Officer at OPM is quoted in the press release:  “In order to protect and enhance our communities, the real conversation must be about how we can work together to overcome the challenges facing our State. We appreciate working with our partners in the nonprofit community to improve contracting systems so we can ensure time and resources are dedicated to delivering services, rather than on inefficient processes.” 

http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/streamlining-report-partnering-for-impact.pdf  




Terry Edelstein, Nonprofit Liaison
Office of Governor Dannel P. Malloy
210 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, Ct 06106
Tel (860)524-7385
Cell: (860)573-8188
terry.edelstein@ct.gov 
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