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The Return A is the form local, county, state, tribal, 
and federal law enforcement agencies use monthly 
for the UCR Program to collect data 
on offenses that become known to them. 

It is important that contributing agencies 
report on the Return A all of the Part I 
offenses occurring in their jurisdictions 
each month.
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Preparing the “Return A”

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

D
A
T
A

E
N
T
R
Y

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE "UNFOUNDED"
AND ATTEMPTS

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF CLEARANCES
INVOLVING ONLY

PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

The columnar headings of the 
Return A are as follows:



Preparing the “Return A”

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF CLEARANCES
INVOLVING ONLY

PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

1. CRIMINAL HOMICIDE
    a. MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT 
        HOMICIDE  (score attempts as
        aggravated  assault) If homicide
       reported, submit  Supplemental
       Homicide Report 11

  b. MANSLAUGHTER BY
      NEGLIGENCE

12

Column 1  - Listed here are seven 
of the eight Part I Offense 
Classifications.
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Preparing the “Return A”
Reporting agencies must indicate 

in Column 2 all actual and 
attempted offenses reported 
within their jurisdictions for the 
month. 
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Preparing the “Return A”

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF CLEARANCES
INVOLVING ONLY

PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

1. CRIMINAL HOMICIDE
    a. MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT 
        HOMICIDE  (score attempts as
        aggravated  assault) If homicide
       reported, submit  Supplemental
       Homicide Report 11

Agencies must also include in this column 
any crimes committed in previous 
months but not reported until the 
current month. 
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Preparing the “Return A”

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF CLEARANCES
INVOLVING ONLY

PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

1. CRIMINAL HOMICIDE
    a. MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT 
        HOMICIDE  (score attempts as
        aggravated  assault) If homicide
       reported, submit  Supplemental
       Homicide Report 11

Column 3 counts the number of 
citizen complaints which after 
preliminary investigation are 
determined not to have occurred.
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Preparing the “Return A”

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF CLEARANCES
INVOLVING ONLY

PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

1. CRIMINAL HOMICIDE
    a. MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT 
        HOMICIDE  (score attempts as
        aggravated  assault) If homicide
       reported, submit  Supplemental
       Homicide Report 11

To complete Column 4, for each offense in 
Column 1, reporting agencies must 
subtract the number in Column 3 from that 
in Column 2 in order to delete the 
unfounded offenses.  The difference is the 
number of actual offenses that occurred in 
the jurisdiction for the month in question.
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Preparing the “Return A”

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF CLEARANCES
INVOLVING ONLY

PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

1. CRIMINAL HOMICIDE
    a. MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT 
        HOMICIDE  (score attempts as
        aggravated  assault) If homicide
       reported, submit  Supplemental
       Homicide Report 11

In Column 5, reporting agencies must make 
one entry for each offense they clear 
(either by Arrest or Exceptional means).
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Preparing the “Return A”

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF CLEARANCES
INVOLVING ONLY

PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

1. CRIMINAL HOMICIDE
    a. MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT 
        HOMICIDE  (score attempts as
        aggravated  assault) If homicide
       reported, submit  Supplemental
       Homicide Report 11

To complete Column 6, reporting 
agencies must enter the number of 
offenses cleared involving offenders 
under 18 years of age only.
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Preparing the “Return A”
Special Note: The reporting 

agency must score juvenile 
arrests opposite of the offense 
for which the juvenile was taken 
into custody.  
(More information on handling juveniles in the 
UCR-SRS will be provided in a later block of 
instruction.)
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Preparing the “Return A”
If an offense is cleared by arrest or 

exceptional means and the offenders 
include both adults and persons under 18 
years of age, reporting agencies must 
score the clearance only in Column 5. 
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Preparing the “Return A”
If a clearance (by arrest or 

exceptional means)       
involves only persons under 
age 18, reporting agencies 
must score the clearance in 
both Columns 5 and 6. 

If a clearance (by arrest or 
exceptional means)       
involves only persons under 
age 18, reporting agencies 
must score the clearance in 
both Columns 5 and 6. 
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Preparing the “Return A”
Also score clearances in columns 5 

and 6 for crimes which were reported 
in previous months but were not 
cleared until this month.

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF CLEARANCES
INVOLVING ONLY

PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

1. CRIMINAL HOMICIDE
    a. MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT 
        HOMICIDE  (score attempts as
        aggravated  assault) If homicide
       reported, submit  Supplemental
       Homicide Report 11
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Preparing the “Return A”
Reporting agencies must remember Reporting agencies must remember 

that the number that the number 
of persons arrested of persons arrested 

is NOT being counted is NOT being counted 
in both Columns 5 and 6.  in both Columns 5 and 6.  
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Preparing the “Return A”
For those offenses which have 

subcategories (a.,b.,c., etc.) write the 
offense count in the farthermost 
point on the left hand side of the 
column for each subcategory type.  

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF
CLEARANCES

INVOLVING ONLY
PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

2. Forcible Rape TotalForcible Rape Total
   11

    a. Rape by Force 21 3
    b. Attempts tp commit Forcible Rape 22 2

Preparing the 
Return A 

Preparing the 
Return A



Preparing the “Return A”
At the end of the month total up the 

subcategories and place the total on 
farthermost point on the right of the 
offense “Total” row for that offense.
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Preparing the 
Return A

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF
CLEARANCES

INVOLVING ONLY
PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

2.  Forcible Rape TotalForcible Rape Total
   11 5
    a. Rape by Force 21 3
    b. Attempts tp commit Forcible Rape 22 2



Preparing the “Return A”

1

CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES

DD
AA
TT
AA

EE
NN
TT
RR
YY

2

OFFENSES REPORTED
OR KNOWN TO POLICE

(INCLUDE
"UNFOUNDED" AND

ATTEMPTS)

3

UNFOUNDED I.E.,
FALSE OR
BASELESS

COMPLAINTS

4

NUMBER OF ACTUAL
OFFENSES (COLUMN 2

MINUS COLUMN 3)
(INCLUDE ATTEMPTS)  

5

TOTAL OFFENSES
CLEARED BY ARREST

OR EXCEPTIONAL
MEANS

(INCLUDES COL. 6) 

6

NUMBER OF
CLEARANCES

INVOLVING ONLY
PERSONS
UNDER 18

YEARS OF AGE

  

GRAND TOTAL 77

The GRAND TOTAL row at the bottom of 
the Return A must show a sum for each 
column.  Agencies must remember that 
the grand total of Column 2 minus that 
of Column 3 must equal the grand total 
of Column 4.
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Preparing the “Return A”
In the event that an agency has no offenses 

or arrests to report (zero reports) for the 
month, the agency must check the 
appropriate boxes at the bottom of the 
Return A.
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CHECKING ANY OF THE APPROPRIATE BLOCKS BELOW WILL ELIMINATE YOUR NEED TO SUBMIT REPORTS WHEN THE VALUES ARE ZERO

THIS WILL ALSO AID THE NATIONAL PROGRAM IN ITS QUALITY CONTROL EFFORTS.
                  NO SUPPLEMENTAL HOMICIDE REPORTED SUBMITTED SINCE                                                       NO AGE, SEX, RACE, AND ETHNIC ORIGIN OF PERSONS ARRESTED
                  MURDERS, JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDES, OR MANSLAUGHTERS BY                                                     UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE REPORT SINCE NO ARRESTS OF  
                  NEGLIGENCE OCCURRED IN THIS JURISDICTION DURING THE                                                      PERSONS WITHIN THIS AGE GROUP.
                  MONTH.

                 NO SUPPLEMENT TO RETURN  A REPORT SINCE NO CRIME                                                             NO AGE, SEX, RACE AND ETHNIC ORIGIN OF PERSONS ARRESTED
                 OFFENSES OR RECOVERY OF PROPERTY REPORTED DURING                                                       18 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER REPORT SINCE NO ARRESTS OF 
                 THE MONTH.                                                                                                                                                       PERSONS WITHIN THIS AGE GROUP.

                 NO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED AND ASSAULTED                                                            NO MONTHLY RETURN OF ARSON OFFENSES KNOWN TO LAW
                 REPORT  SINCE NONE OF THE OFFICERS WERE ASSAULTED                                                            ENFORCEMENT REPORT SINCE NO ARSONS OCCURRED
                 OR KILLED DURING THE MONTH.  

X
X
X

X
X
X



Preparing the “Return A”
After the Return A 

has been completed   
it must be:
– Dated
– Signed by Person 

Preparing It
– Signed by the Top 

Agency Official
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Preparing the “Return A”
It must be forwarded to 

the State or National 
UCR Program by the 
7th Day of each 
month.

Preparing the 
Return A (Page 82) 
Preparing the 

Return A (Page 82)


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

