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		AGENCY PURPOSE 
B - 1
Health and Hospitals	Department of Public Health
· To protect and improve the health and safety of the people of Connecticut by:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Assuring the conditions under which people can be healthy;
· Preventing disease, injury, and disability; and
· Promoting the equal enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health - a human right and priority of the state.
· To actively work to prevent disease and promote wellness through education and programs such as prenatal care, newborn screening, immunizations, AIDS awareness, and supplemental foods.
· To monitor infectious diseases, environmental and occupational health hazards, and birth defects.
· To assure planning for and response to public health emergencies.
· To regulate health care providers, including health facilities, health professionals and emergency medical services.
· To provide testing and monitoring support through the state laboratory.
· To collect and analyze health data for use in planning future policy.
· To serve as the repository for all birth, adoption, paternity, marriage, and death certificates.
· To ensure the availability of a safe and adequate drinking water supply for Connecticut’s residents. 
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