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Agency Purpose
Budget Summary
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· To be a comprehensive, consolidated agency serving children and families.  The department’s mandates include child protective and family services, juvenile justice, children’s behavioral health, prevention and educational services.
· To promote children’s safety, health and learning by: 
· Utilizing family-centered policy, practice and programs, with an emphasis on strengths rather than deficits;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Applying the science of brain development in early childhood and adolescence;
· Advancing trauma-informed practice to assist clients who have experienced significant adversity in their lives;
· Partnering with the community and strengthening interagency collaborations at the state level; 
· Expanding agency leadership and management capacity, and public accountability for results; and
· Addressing racial inequities in all areas of practice.
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