OFFICE OF GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Agency Description 

The Office of Governmental Accountability is a newly created agency formed by consolidating those agencies and programs whose primary mission is to foster honesty, integrity, and accountability within state government. 
The consolidated agencies include: the State Elections Enforcement Commission, the Office of State Ethics, the Freedom of Information Commission, the Judicial Review Council, Contracting Standards Board, Judicial Selection Commission, Office of the Victim Advocate, Board of Firearms Permit Examiners, the Office of the Child Advocate, and the newly established Office of the Executive Administrator.


The Council on Environmental Quality is recommended for consolidation with the Office of Governmental Accountability in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure and transform state government.

Central Administration

Statutory Reference
C.G.S. Section 1-300.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives
To provide personnel, payroll, affirmative action, administrative and business office functions and information technology to the agency divisions and programs so they may serve their constituents effectively.
Program Description
Responsible for budget development and administration, fiscal support, human resource management, accounting, procurement, payroll, inventory, computer/IT assistance, telecommunications, and affirmative action planning. 


ELECTIONS ENFORCEMENT COMMISSION

Statutory Reference  
C.G.S. Section 9-7a, 9-7b, 9-7c and Chapters 155 through 157. 
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 
To improve public confidence in our electoral process and in the officials who seek or hold a public office by monitoring compliance with and swift enforcement of the election laws. 

Program Description
The commission conducts investigations and complaints concerning violations of state election laws.  Civil enforcement sanctions, including monetary fines, may be imposed directly by the commission against violators of these laws. 
The commission monitors compliance with campaign financing laws by auditing disclosure reports and disseminating information and advice to candidates, political action committees (PACs) and political parties.
The commission is also responsible for the administration of the Citizens’ Election Fund, which provides public grants to qualified candidates for statewide office and the General Assembly, and for the compliance of all contribution and expenditure limitations.  
The staff prepares and distributes campaign guides for compliance with election financing laws.  In addition, they conduct seminars for candidates; campaign treasurers; business, professional and labor organizations; other political action groups and party officials.  They render formal and informal advisory opinions and rulings upon request and recommends revisions of election laws to the General Assembly.



ETHICS Commission
Budget-In-Detail

Statutory Reference
C.G.S. Chapter 10, Part I and Part II, limited jurisdiction over Part IV.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives
The Office of State Ethics (OSE) promotes integrity in government by providing advice, guidance and education to public officials, state employees and lobbyists; by interpreting and fairly and impartially enforcing the applicable laws; by administering the lobbyist and financial disclosure filing systems; and by providing the public with access to non‐exempt information. 
Program Description
The statutory responsibilities of the OSE are broken down into four main categories: education, interpretation, enforcement and disclosure. The OSE is charged with providing education to state employees, public officials, lobbyists and legislators on the codes of ethics. The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board is responsible for adjudicating cases brought under the ethics codes and making findings of violations as well as issuing Advisory Opinions – interpretations of the codes as they apply to specific situations.


Freedom of Information Commission 

Statutory Reference  
C.G.S. Section 1-200 et seq.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives
To ensure that the people of Connecticut have access to the non-exempt records and meetings of all state, local and regional public agencies and to ensure that all public agencies fully comply with the state’s Freedom of Information Act.
Program Description
To hear and decide citizen complaints and requests for declaratory rulings. The objective of this activity is to resolve cases fairly, quickly and inexpensively. To this end, the commission attempts to resolve as many cases as possible without formal hearings by use of ombudsmen and its statutory powers to terminate meritless cases. 
To inform and educate public officials and the public of their duties and rights under the Freedom of Information Act.  It has established a popular interactive website www.ct.gov/foi, on which its decisions can be researched and downloaded. 
To represent the commission, through staff counsel, in all court appeals and other litigation affecting the commission. 


JUDICIAL REVIEW

Statutory Reference  
C.G.S. Section 51-51k.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives
To investigate complaints of judicial misconduct made against state judges, family support magistrates and workers’ compensation commissioners.

Program Description
The purpose of this agency is to help enforce high standards of judicial conduct on and off the bench in order to preserve the integrity of the court system and promote public confidence in the courts.  It is recognized that judges, family support magistrates and worker’s compensation commissioners must be free to exercise their discretion without fear of disciplinary proceedings. However, they also must be held accountable for misconduct.


Judicial Selection
Statutory Reference  
C.G.S. Section 51-44a.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives
To evaluate, investigate and recommend qualified candidates for consideration by the Governor for nomination as judges for the Superior Court, the Appellate Court and the Supreme Court.
program Description
The Judicial Selection Commission consists of twelve members. The commission develops a listing of qualified candidates by investigating and interviewing the candidates, including incumbent judges seeking appointment to a different court.


OFFICE OF the child advocate

Statutory Reference  
C.G.S. Sections 46a-13k through 46a-13q.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives
To secure and ensure the legal, civil and special rights of children who reside in this state.   

Program Description
The Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) evaluates the delivery of services by state agencies and entities that provide services to children through state funding; reviews the procedures of any state department providing services to children with a view toward their rights; reviews complaints and investigates those where it appears that a child or family may be in need of assistance; reviews facilities and procedures of any institution or residence where a juvenile has been placed by any agency or department; recommends changes in policies and procedures concerning children including changes in the system of providing juvenile justice, child care, foster care and treatment; reviews the number of special needs children in any foster care or permanent care facility and recommends changes in policies and procedures for the placement of these children; takes any and all possible action, including but not limited to, conducting programs of public education, undertaking legislative advocacy and making proposals for systemic reform and formal  legal action in order to secure and ensure the legal, civil and special rights of children who reside in this state; provide training and technical assistance to attorneys representing children and guardians ad litem appointed by the Superior Court; serves or designates a person to serve as a member of the child fatality review panel; take appropriate steps to advise the public of the services of the OCA, the purpose of the office and procedures to contact the office.


OFFICE OF victim advocate

Statutory Reference
C.S.S. Sections 46a-13b, et seq.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives
To provide oversight and advocacy when it has been determined the criminal justice or victim service delivery systems failed crime victims and witnesses, works to promote the fair and just treatment of crime victims/witnesses throughout the criminal justice process and helps ensure that the voices of crime victims play a central role in Connecticut’s response to violence and those victimized by crime.
Program Description
The Office of the Victim Advocate protects and promotes the rights of crime victims through individual case advocacy; engages in multi-agency efforts to further the constitutional rights of crime victims and advocates for systemic reforms regarding victims’ rights and services, legal action, public education and legislative advocacy.


Board of Firearms Permit Examiners

Statutory Reference  
C.G.S. Section 29-32b, C.G. S. Section 28-28 C. G.S. Section 29-36f.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives
To provide a means of appeal for any person aggrieved by any refusal to issue or renew a pistol permit or certificate.  
Program Description 
The Board of Firearms Permit Examiners functions as a civilian review board, acting on appeals from denials or revocations of pistol permits by local police or first selectmen and the Connecticut State Police. The board is composed of representatives from Ye CT Gun Guild, Inc. and CT State Rifle and Revolver Association, Inc., two public members, a representative of the Commissioner of the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection, a representative from the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, and a representative of Connecticut State Association of Chiefs of Police. At least one member must be an attorney admitted to practice in the State of Connecticut who serves as chairman and presides at hearings. The members are uncompensated volunteers. The board adjudicates appeals through civil administrative hearings.




