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The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME), functioning under the regulations of the Commission on Medicolegal Investigations, investigates fatalities in the following categories:  deaths due to any form of injury, whether resulting from accident, suicide or homicide; sudden or unexpected deaths not due to readily recognizable disease; deaths occurring under suspicious circumstances (e.g. child abuse); deaths of any individual whose body is to be disposed of in a manner which will render it unavailable for later examination; deaths at or related to the workplace; and deaths due to disease which might constitute a threat to the public health.
Information provided by these fatality investigations may prevent unnecessary litigation; protect those who may have been falsely accused; and lead to proper adjudication in criminal matters.  Medicolegal investigations also protect the public health by diagnosing previously unsuspected contagious disease; by identifying hazardous environmental conditions in the workplace, in the home and elsewhere; by identifying trends such as changes in numbers of homicides, traffic fatalities and drug and alcohol related deaths and by identifying new types and forms of drugs appearing in the state, or existing drugs/substances becoming new subjects of abuse.
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Autopsies and Examinations 

Statutory Reference  
C.G.S. Sections 19a-400 through 19a-414.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives
To provide accurate certification of the cause of death and to identify, document and interpret relevant forensic scientific information for use in criminal and civil legal proceedings necessary in the investigation of violent, suspicious and sudden unexpected deaths.
Program Description
The initial investigation begins when a death is reported to OCME.  The body is examined, inquiry is made into the circumstances surrounding the death and a determination is made whether an autopsy will be required to complete the investigation.
Medicolegal autopsies are performed by a forensic pathologist at the Farmington facility. In fiscal year 2012, the agency had 18,620 cases reported, of which 15,767 cases were accepted under our jurisdiction.  Of those cases, 1,906 were brought in for autopsy or examination.  These numbers are all approximately 10 percent higher than reported in 2010.

In conjunction with such examinations, toxicological (chemical) analysis of body fluids and tissues and other forensic scientific examinations are performed in the agency’s laboratories.  In-facility laboratories help to ensure quality control and promote continuity of the chain of evidence required in legal proceedings.
Complete records of all investigations are maintained by the agency and are available to the family of the deceased; to any federal, state or municipal governmental agency or public health authority investigating the death; to insurance companies with a legitimate interest in the death; to all parties in civil litigation proceedings; and to treating physicians.  In addition, records may be made available to any other individual with the written consent of the family or by court order or by applicable state statute.
The office shares information with other state agencies involved in monitoring fatalities such as the departments of Children and Families, Transportation and Public Health as well as the various agencies interested in the control of narcotics and other drugs.  There may be involvement with federal agencies such as the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (when death may relate to a hazard in the workplace), the National Transportation Safety Board (in the event of an airplane crash), the Federal Bureau of Investigation (when death is incident to violation of federal law) or the Drug Enforcement Agency.  Deaths due to potentially contagious disease are promptly reported to the epidemiology section of the Connecticut Department of Public Health.
Forensic pathologists are actively involved in the education of law enforcement officers, medical and law students, pathology residents, attorneys, emergency medical technicians, nurses and other interested groups.  The professional staff is available for pre-trial conferences with attorneys from both sides of litigation to discuss available forensic, pathologic and other scientific information.
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