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Legislative	African American Affairs Commission
The 21 member African-American Affairs Commission is a legislative agency established to review and comment on proposed legislation affecting the state’s African-American population; encourage their representation in state government; secure appropriate recognition of their accomplishments and contributions; advise the Governor on policies and issues concerning their communities; and maintain a liaison between their communities and governmental entities. 


The African-American Affairs Commission is recommended for consolidation into a new Commission on Citizen Advocacy in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure and transform state government.

Enhance African American Community Contribution and Participation in State Government 
Statutory Reference  
C.G.S. Section 2-121.
Statement of Need And Program Objectives
To comment on and review proposed legislation and regulations that specifically affect the African-American population in the state.  To study the roles of African-Americans in the state and actively promote measures that provide for the advancement of the African-American Community.
Program Description
The commission achieves its objectives by: 
· Focusing its efforts on the desired quality of life results that all members of the African-American population of the state are healthy, safe, achieve educational success, economically self-sufficient and free from discrimination. 
· Developing appropriate population-level indicators of the state's progress in achieving such desired results, and strategies that are intended to improve progress on such indicators through a process that is inclusive of all relevant partners.  Such partners include, but not limited to, state and local government agencies, the faith community, the business sector, nonprofit organizations, advocacy groups and philanthropic organizations, 
· Making recommendations to the General Assembly and the Governor for new or enhanced policies, programs and services that will foster progress in achieving the desired results described.
· Reviewing and commenting on any proposed state legislation or recommendations that may affect the African-American population of the state and providing copies of any such comments to members of the General Assembly.
· Advising the General Assembly and Governor about the coordination and administration of state programs that affect the African-American population of the state.
· Gathering and maintaining current information regarding the African-American population of the state that can be used to better understand the status, condition and contributions of such African-American population. Such information is included in the commission’s annual report and is made available to legislators and other interested parties upon request.
· Maintaining a liaison between the African-American population of the state and government agencies, including the General Assembly.
· Conducting educational and outreach activities intended to raise awareness of critical issues for the African-American population of the state.
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