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· Work with local school districts to improve student achievement and close the achievement gap by providing necessary supports and interventions to districts and schools.
· Support school districts with leadership, curriculum, research, planning, evaluation, education technology data analyses and other assistance as needed.
· Distribute funds to school districts through 28 grant programs, including Education Cost Sharing (by far the largest grant to districts) at $2 billion.
· An integral component in the new accountability program, the Student Performance Index (SPI)—an average of student performance in all tested grades and subjects for a given school—allows for the evaluation of school performance across all tested grades, subjects and performance levels.  The new school measurement system recognizes positive school performance and offers insight around areas in need of improvement.
· Ensure the quality of teachers and school leaders through the development and implementation of educator evaluation and supports and by providing professional development opportunities. 



MAJOR PROGRAM AREAS
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· The Connecticut Technical High School System (CTHSS) is the state’s largest secondary school system serving over 10,700 high school students and 440 adult learners. The CTHSS was overseen by the State Board of Education as a division of SDE and effective July 1, 2012, in accordance with Public Act 12-116, a new 11-member Connecticut Technical High School System Board was created.  The new board includes members from education and industry as well as the commissioners from the Department of Labor and the Department of Economic and Community Development.
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