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The Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection (DESPP) is committed to protecting and improving the quality of life for all by providing enforcement, regulatory, response and recovery, training, and scientific services through prevention, education, and innovative use of technology. 
The Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS) is charged with developing, administering and coordinating a comprehensive statewide emergency management and homeland security program that encompasses all human-made and natural hazards, and includes prevention, mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery components to ensure the safety and well-being of the citizens of Connecticut.  
The Police Officers Standards and Training Council (POST) division is responsible for the certification of all police officers, law enforcement instructors and police training programs throughout the state of Connecticut.  
The Commission on Fire Prevention and Control (FPC) division is committed to reducing death, injury and property damage due to fire, emergencies and other disasters by increasing the proficiency of fire service personnel through training, education and recognition of professional competency through certification. 
The Division of Scientific Services is comprised of three laboratories: the Forensic Laboratory, the Toxicology and Controlled Substance Laboratory, and the Computer Crime and Electronic Evidence Laboratory.  The three laboratories are centrally located at the Mulcahey complex in Meriden, fusing the agency’s scientific investigative arm into one function. The Division of Scientific Services is unique in that it provides forensic services to both criminal prosecutors and to the public defender’s office.
The Division of State Police is responsible for primary law enforcement services for all municipalities that do not have their own chartered police department.  The state police provide additional special police resources to all municipalities on request.  Special police services include the bomb squad, aviation unit, marine unit, dive team, tactical unit, canine search and rescue, arson cause and origin investigation and major crime investigative units. Police services are coordinated out of three districts and the Bureau of Criminal Investigations (BCI).  Troopers are assigned to one of 11 troops, the casino unit or to the BCI where they work on one of the numerous task forces targeting specific public safety concerns.  Troopers are also assigned to the Division of Scientific Services and the Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security in the Office of Counter Terrorism.
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The Office of Statewide Emergency Telecommunications is charged with the responsibility for the development of a master plan for emergency telecommunications within the state of Connecticut.  It coordinates with area states as well as the FCC and acts as a liaison with the public safety community to ensure that its needs are addressed.
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