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Board of Firearms Permit Examiners  

Agency Description  
 

Board of Firearms Permit Examiners is comprised of seven members appointed by the Governor, and nominated by the Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety, the Connecticut State Association of Chiefs of Police, the Commissioner of Environmental Protection, the Connecticut State Rifle and Revolver Association, Inc., Ye Connecticut Gun Guild, Inc. and two public members. At least one member of the board is a lawyer licensed to practice in this state, who acts as chairman of the board during the hearing of appeals.
The Board of Firearm Permit Examiners is recommended for consolidation with the Department of Public Safety in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.
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Statutory Reference  

C.G.S. Section 29-32b. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

The purpose of the board is to provide a means of appeal for any person aggrieved by any refusal to issue or renew a pistol permit or certificate under the provisions of Sections 29-28 or 29-36f, by any limitation or revocation of a pistol permit or certificate issued under any of said sections or by a refusal or failure of any issuing authority to furnish a pistol permit application as provided in Section 29-28a through administrative hearings.  

Program Description 

Administrative hearings are held by a seven member board of volunteers, thereby reducing court caseloads, saving court costs for both the state and the affected citizens.  The appeals process involves making inquiries and investigations, conducting hearings, taking testimony and rendering decisions as to whether an issuing authority was arbitrary or capricious in denying or revoking a permit to carry handguns. On such appeal, the board shall inquire into and determine the facts, and unless it finds that such a refusal, limitation, revocation, or failure to supply an application would be for just and proper cause, it shall order such permit or certificate to be issued, renewed or restored, or the limitation removed or modified, as appropriate. 
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