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Freedom of Information Commission 

 XE "Freedom of Information Commission" AGENCY DESCRIPTION 

The Freedom of Information Commission is charged with ensuring that the people of Connecticut have access to the records and meetings of all public agencies and that all public agencies fully comply with the Freedom of Information Act. 
The commission is actively involved in policy initiatives and projects with other agencies concerning privacy, information technology and public records administration. It also works cooperatively with authorized local Freedom of Information liaisons for municipalities, school districts and state agencies. 
The Freedom of Information Commission is recommended for consolidation with the Office of Governmental Accountability in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

 XE "FOI13700 29300" administration and enforcement of the state’s Freedom of Information Act  

Statutory Reference

C.G.S. Section 1-200; P.A. 04-204, §11.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To ensure that the people of Connecticut have access to the non-exempt records and meetings of all state, local and regional public agencies and to ensure that all public agencies fully comply with the state’s Freedom of Information Act.
Program Description

The major activities of the Commission are as follows:
· Hear and decide citizen complaints and requests for declaratory rulings by means of a speedy and inexpensive process designed for use by laypersons. The objective of this activity is to resolve cases fairly, quickly and inexpensively. The commission attempts to resolve as many cases as possible without formal hearings by use of ombudsmen (mediators) and its statutory powers to terminate meritless cases.  
· Inform and educate public officials and the public of their rights under the Freedom of Information Act, provide information to legislators and other policy-makers, and introduce and comment on proposed legislation. 
· Publish and distribute current versions of the Freedom of Information Act and other literature about the act and the commission. There is an interactive website www.state.ct.us./foi/, where decisions can be researched and downloaded. It sponsors symposia and studies concerning the Freedom of Information Act, compliance with that law and privacy rights. 
