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Office of State Ethics
Agency DESCRIPTION   XE "Ethics Commission"  

The Office of State Ethics (OSE) is an independent oversight agency for the State of Connecticut, established by Public Act 05-183, which took effect on July 1, 2005.  The OSE administers and enforces Connecticut General Statutes, Chapter 10, Part I for Public Officials and Part II for Lobbyists, and has limited jurisdiction over Part IV, Ethical Considerations Concerning Bidding and State Contracting.  The mission of the OSE is to ensure honesty, integrity and accountability in state government through education, interpretation and enforcement of the State of Connecticut Codes of Ethics.

The Office of State Ethics is recommended for consolidation with the Office of Governmental Accountability in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

 XE "ETH13600 13022" Codes of Ethics for Public Employees and Lobbyists 

Statutory Reference
C.G.S. Chapter 10, Part I and Part II, limited jurisdiction over Part IV.
Statement of Need and Program Objective
The OSE promotes integrity in government by providing advice, guidance and education to public officials, state employees and lobbyists; by sensibly interpreting and, when necessary, fairly and impartially enforcing the applicable laws; by administering the lobbyist and financial disclosure filing systems; and by providing the public with access to non-exempt information.  The agency’s principles are reflected in its logo: honesty, integrity and accountability.
Program Description
The statutory responsibilities of the OSE are broken down into four main categories: education, interpretation, enforcement and preservation.  The OSE is charged with providing education to state employees, public officials, lobbyists and legislators on the Codes of Ethics.  The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board is responsible for adjudicating cases brought under the ethics codes and making findings of violations as well as issuing Advisory Opinions – interpretations of the codes as they apply to specific situations.  All investigation and prosecution matters are the responsibility of the Ethics Enforcement Officer.  The OSE is also statutorily obligated to receive, process, and maintain records of all lobbyist filings along with public official and state employee Statements of Financial Interests.  
The OSE is committed to carrying out its mission in the most user-friendly manner possible and continues to update and improve upon its programs.
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