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Agency Purpose XE " Education & Services for the Blind, Board of"  

· Provision of statewide comprehensive, community-based rehabilitative services to adults who are legally blind or deaf and blind, and children who are visually impaired, legally blind or deaf and blind in order to maximize inclusion and participation in education, employment and community activities.

· Public education, training and advocacy on matters pertaining to blindness.
· Delivery of specialized programs and services that enable agency clients to achieve greater access to public information, public safety, job seeking and news media in accessible formats.

· Comprehensive lending library of educational textbooks and materials in Braille and large-print for use by school districts across the state.
The Board of Education and Services for the Blind is recommended for consolidation with the Department of Social Services and the State Department of Education in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

Recent Highlights   

· The registry for the agency grew to 12,426 clients for FY 2010.  A total of 791 newly blind individuals were added to the registry, 549 of whom, or nearly 70 percent, were age 65 or older.  Of that total number of new clients, 103 were children, growing the total number of children on the registry to 1,097. 
· The agency directly provided the services of teachers of the visually impaired to 114 school districts across the state, at no cost to cities and towns, for direct instruction and consultation services to maximize the participation of children who are blind or visually impaired in public education.  Over 8,000 hours of educational assistance, with just under half of those hours in Braille assessment and training, were provided to students served by the agency in FY 2010.
· A total of 47 entrepreneurs participated in the Business Enterprise Program during the past federal fiscal year. These entrepreneurs employed an additional 69 workers within their operations, 20 percent of whom also had disabilities.   Combined gross sales for these business ventures exceeded $5.1 million.  Despite the challenging economy, combined total earnings of these entrepreneurs grew by 7 percent, approaching $1.5 million. 
· The agency facilitated nearly 23,000 volunteer service hours from individuals and organizations during fiscal year 2010. BESB clients were directly assisted by volunteers with such daily living activities as grocery shopping and reading mail.  Volunteers also assisted the agency with transcribing books and materials into Braille for school children.  The estimated total value of these volunteer service hours to the agency and clients exceeded $470,000.
· Through the provision of vocational rehabilitation services, 103 individuals achieved successful employment outcomes. Cumulative annualized earnings for all vocational rehabilitation clients exceeded $2.5 million. The program served 935 participants, with 122 new applicants for services during the year.  Vocational rehabilitation staff delivered over 1,400 hours of employer outreach services in FY 2010. In addition, the Vocational rehabilitation division provided over 2,000 hours of direct vocational counseling services to clients served in the program, an increase of over 16 percent. 
· The agency organized and conducted seven full days of training for non-BESB classroom teachers, paraprofessionals, Birth-to-Three personnel, preschool teachers and other service providers who work with students who are blind, visually impaired or deafblind.  A total of 299 professionals and paraprofessionals attended these trainings.
· In collaboration with the National Federation of the Blind of Connecticut (NFB-CT) and the Connecticut Radio Information System (CRIS), services through NFB Newsline grew to 999 subscribers who gained access to state and national newspapers through touchtone telephones. The number of times subscribers accessed NFB Newsline grew over 8 percent to more than 23,600 times during the year, with a total in excess of 7,100 hours of news information delivered. Over 19,500 electronic newsletters were also sent to Connecticut subscribers during the year. 
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