Budget Summary

Budget Summary


[image: image1.png]Serving Those

L. Vo

=)




department of veterans’ affairs
http://www.ct.gov/ctva/
agency purpose 

· To provide comprehensive assistance and formal representation to veterans, their spouses and/or eligible dependents in obtaining rights, benefits and privileges to which they may be entitled under federal, state and local laws.

· To provide comprehensive healthcare for veterans across the continuum of needs.  Inpatient healthcare covers a variety of services, from long-term nursing care and dementia care to rehabilitation and end of life and palliative care. A plan of care is developed and continually updated for each resident by his/her interdisciplinary team and quality healthcare services are provided to assist the veteran in reaching his/her maximum potential. Comprehensive healthcare services are provided to the residents in the residential facility through a co-managed medical collaborative model working with the Federal Veterans Administration. The new healthcare facility, which opened in October 2008, is certified by the Federal Department of Veterans’ Affairs for 125 licensed beds. 
· To provide a residential level of care, substance abuse recovery support, and associated services which facilitate rehabilitation and the return to independent living to the greatest extent possible. The residential facility is certified by the Federal Department of Veterans’ Affairs and has 488 licensed beds.
Recent Highlights 

Capital Improvements
In March 2010, the Rocky Hill Veterans Home was approved to receive an ARRA grant to assist in the renovation of the domiciliary facility at the Connecticut State Veterans Home originally constructed in 1940. The total cost of renovation is estimated to be $9.16 million (65% federal and 35% state funded) with the scope of the project including life safety upgrades to the residential buildings (e.g. new roofs and gutters, a new sprinkler system, modernizing and designing handicapped accessible bathrooms, a more energy-efficient HVAC system, and handicapped accessible ramps). Renovations began in April 2010 with expected completion in 12-18 months. 

Community Outreach
The agency’s Office of Advocacy and Assistance (OAA) serviced over 2,000 walk-in clients, acquired 1,450 new clients and filed 1,999 new claims for Federal VA benefits on behalf of veterans in fiscal year 2010.  OAA’s work resulted in over $5 million in new income for Connecticut veterans and their families during this period.  

Connecticut Veterans Wartime Service Medals
The agency continues to administer the Connecticut Veterans Wartime Service Medals Program awarding over 27,000 medals and certificates to date to eligible veterans and registering over 26,000 veterans in the Connecticut Veterans Registry to date.  The agency also implemented the new posthumous Wartime Service Medal program for the families of Connecticut veterans who died on or after January 1, 2000, issuing over 100 posthumous medals.     

Connecticut Veterans Info Line
Over 5,000 inquiries from veterans are handled annually through the agency’s toll-free Connecticut Veterans Info line.  This popular service provides veterans with easy access to information on general benefits, referrals to veterans’ assistance programs and state agencies, and information on the most convenient locations to receive one-on-one assistance.   

Special Events

 The 15th Annual Stand Down 2010, a state-wide outreach to homeless and needy veterans held on Friday September 10, 2010 was another success, increasing participation from 1,000 in 2009 to 1,200 in 2010.  Charitable contributions, foundation grants and federal grants covered the full cost of this significant event.  It was held on the grounds of the Veterans’ Home in Rocky Hill with over 80 federal, state and community agencies offering services and benefits information to needy veterans.  

The Connecticut Women Veterans Network (VETNET), sponsored by the Department was established to assist the state’s 15,000 women veterans.  The group held an organizational event on November 15, 2010 with guest speaker Brig. General Wilma Vaught, USAF (ret), founder of the National Women Veterans Memorial.  The VETNET will help with information and access to benefits for women veterans and will identify any unmet needs experienced by women veterans and facilitate the development of services and programs to address those needs. 

Veterans Hall of Fame - Since its inception in 2005, the Department has received 50 to 70 nominations each year for this honor.  Eleven distinguished veteran-citizens were inducted into the Class of 2010 on November 12, 2010 in the Atrium of the Legislative Office Building.  The agency maintains a complete listing and biography of each of the sixty-two inductees on its website. 
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