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Department of Public Health
http://www.ct.gov/dph/
AGENCY PURPOSE  XE " Public health, Department of " 
· Protect the health and safety of the people of Connecticut.
· Actively work to prevent disease and promote wellness through education and programs such as prenatal care, newborn screening, immunizations, AIDS awareness, and supplemental foods.
· Monitor infectious diseases, environmental and occupational health hazards, and birth defects.
· Assure planning for and response to public health emergencies.
· Regulate health care providers such as health facilities, health professionals, and emergency medical services.
· Provide testing and monitoring support through the state laboratory.
· Collect and analyze health data to help plan policy for the future.
· Serve as the repository for all birth, adoption, paternity, marriage, and death certificates.
· Ensure the availability of a safe and adequate drinking water supply for Connecticut’s residents. 
RECENT HIGHLIGHTS
· Successfully updated the department’s emergency communication and incident management systems, and other information systems to monitor diseases. 
· The department was awarded nearly $1.3 million in federal stimulus funds to support public health efforts to help residents quit smoking, address obesity in children and other healthy choice initiatives in schools and communities.  
· The state dedicated about $68 million in stimulus funds to projects that will upgrade public drinking water and sewage treatment systems and create jobs.  Twelve projects were funded in Connecticut through the Drinking Water State Revolving fund, which is administered by the department.  
· The Governor established the Health Care Reform Cabinet led by the Department of Public Health.  The Cabinet is charged with providing transparent access to information, pursuing federal funds for a temporary high-risk insurance pool, creating a consumer-friendly health insurance purchasing exchange and reviewing insurance industry reforms to ensure Connecticut is ready for final implementation of the national law in 2014.  The Cabinet will develop a strategy so that all Connecticut residents and businesses get the full benefit of the national law and what it is intended to provide – quality and affordable health care for all.
· The department awarded $9.8 million in grants to support nearly two dozen stem cell research projects by scientists at the University of Connecticut and at Yale. The grants are part of the $100 million Stem Cell Research Fund.  Connecticut was just the third state in the nation to offer public funding for human stem cell research. The program was created to support the growing bioscience industry and the jobs it creates in Connecticut
· Licensed physicians, dentists and nurses in Connecticut can now renew their professional licenses online through the Department of Public Health’s eLicense system, another enhancement of the user-friendly system that already allows the public to verify whether a doctor has been disciplined.  The new system will also allow the DPH to collect valuable work force data that is currently unavailable but needed to identify and address health care work force shortage issues.
· The department successfully implemented its pandemic influenza plan in response to the H1N1 influenza pandemic.  Department actions focused on public education and strategies to vaccinate high risk groups and the general population.    
· The department was recognized by the national Association of Health Facility Survey Agencies with its best practice award for the department’s Generation to Generation program.  This program was created in partnership with the Connecticut Association of Schools to connect young people with nursing home residents to help improve their quality of life.  
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