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 XE "energy and Environmental Protection, Department of" AGENCY PURPOSE

To ensure that:

· The state’s natural resources are preserved, conserved and protected.

· Strict environmental quality standards are implemented fairly and effectively.

· All parts of society – communities, individuals, business, state and local governments – have access to accurate information sufficient to effectively participate in managing human health and environmental risks.

· The state’s communities and ecosystem are diverse, sustainable and economically productive.

· Open space acquisition, urban development and ecosystem management reflect the understanding that our natural and fiscal resources are finite, and our preservation and utilization of both must be systematically managed. 
· To ensure that safe, reliable, and fairly priced utility services are available throughout Connecticut.

· To develop and analyze energy options and strategies.

The Council of Environmental Quality, Department of Public Utility Control and the Office of Policy and Management’s Energy Unit are recommended for consolidation with the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection formerly known as the Department of Environmental Protection in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS  

Permit Reform
The department worked closely with the Governor’s Office, the business community and environmental advocates on passage of legislation requiring the agency to review the process for decision making on permit applications.  Under this new law, P.A. 10-158, DEP will analyze resources needed to ensure timely action on permits – without jeopardizing environmental standards.  
LEAN
The department has made a commitment to LEAN, a process designed to achieve efficiencies, better serve customers, and make more effective use of staff and resources – all while maintaining current levels of environmental protection.  In the past fiscal year, DEP staff participated in 10 LEAN projects, raising to 23 the total number of projects conducted since this initiative was launched in 2008.  LEAN projects are helping to make the agency more efficient across all programs – from forestry to boating and from air quality permitting to water quality enforcement.  
eGovernment
The department is making growing use of information and communication technology to improve government services.  The agency launched two on-line initiatives for the regulated community:  EMIT, which allows reporting of air emissions in accordance with the federal Clean Air Act; and Discharge Monitoring Reporting on-line – netDMR, which allows reporting of water discharge monitoring data as required under the federal Clean Water Act.

Support for Environmentally Friendly Businesses
The department launched a Green Lodging program to recognize hotels, motels and other lodging facilities that implement environmentally friendly practices.  
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