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Department of Developmental Services

http://www.ct.gov/dds
 XE "Mental Retardation, Department of" Agency Purpose  
To plan for and assist in the development of a comprehensive array of  services for Connecticut citizens who have intellectual disabilities resulting from an IQ below 70 or Prader-Willi Syndrome by

· Providing case management, respite, family support, residential and employment services to DDS consumers and their families through a system of public and private providers.
· Performing as lead agency for the Birth-to-Three program serving infants and toddlers with developmental delays.

· Ensuring appropriate delivery of health care services to consumers receiving DDS residential supports.

· Assisting DDS consumers involved in the criminal justice system to ensure appropriate representation and services.

· Coordinating an autism program for adults with autism spectrum disorder who do not have mental retardation.

· Coordinating the Voluntary Services Program for children who have mental retardation and behavioral health needs.

· Planning and managing emergency response activities for persons receiving DDS services.

RECENT  Highlights

Federal Waivers
DDS operates two Medicaid Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) waivers serving a total of 8,640 people. DDS has submitted an additional waiver to serve individuals whose needs can be met with a smaller package of supports than what is offered in the other two waivers.  It is expected that this new waiver will be approved by the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) in FY 2011. 
Consumer Milestones

DDS assisted 999 people to fully self-directed supports and 3,739 to control individual budgets for residential, employment and day services and supports.

Private Providers
DDS revised the qualification process for all new prospective providers and added a mandatory training component.  Provider profiles are now posted on the DDS website so consumers and families can search for qualified providers by name or town, including Clinical Behavioral Support and Healthcare Coordination services. The department qualified 211 providers.

Transitioned Youth

DDS transitioned 32 youths from DCF to the Voluntary Services Program (VSP).   The program has a total of 420 youths. Requests for out-of-home placements were reviewed by the Children’s Services Committee, a group consisting of representatives from DCF, SDE, DDS, the Office of the Child Advocate and families to assure all in home supports were tried first. 
Respite Centers

DDS provided respite services to 1,051 individuals including 304 children and 747 adults in 11 respite centers statewide.

Employment Initiative

The Employment First initiative was launched to promote employment of DDS consumers through Connect-Ability, Connecticut’s Medicaid Infrastructure Grant, awarded to the DSS Bureau of Rehabilitation Services.  
Birth to Three

This program received, for the fourth year in a row, a determination of “meets requirements” by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act according to the U.S. Department of Education.    9,591 eligible children - 3.6% of all children under the age of three on a daily basis and about 10% of each birth cohort based on children born 2000 – 2006 were served though a system of qualified providers.  Approximately 600 children with autism spectrum disorders, 500 in autism-specific programs and 100 in general early intervention programs were served.  
Autism Spectrum Disorder Adult Program 
DDS continued to operate a pilot program for 65 individuals in the Greater New Haven and Hartford areas with autism spectrum disorder who do not have mental retardation. 
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