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Department of Children and Families
Agency Purpose XE " Children and Families, Department of" 
www.ct.gov/dcf
The Department of Children and Families is empowered under Section 17a-3 of the Connecticut General Statutes as a comprehensive, consolidated agency serving children and families. Its mandates include child protective and family services, juvenile justice services, mental health services, substance abuse related services, prevention and educational services.
The mission of the Department is to protect children, improve child and family well-being, and support and preserve families. These efforts are accomplished by respecting and working within individual cultures and communities in Connecticut, and in partnership with others.
To meet these goals the department’s resources are used to support activities, including, but not limited to, the following:
Protecting children and youth who are reported as abused or neglected.  
Strengthening families so children can remain safely at home. 
Assuring family involvement and self-determination in the planning and service delivery process. 
Engaging communities and providers as partners to meet the variety of children’s and families’ needs and assuring provider accountability. 
Securing permanent homes for children and youth through reunification with their families, adoption or transfer of guardianship. 
Providing appropriate mental health and substance abuse assessment, treatment, and aftercare to address the behavioral health needs of Connecticut’s children.  
Restructuring and reforming the delivery of children’s behavioral health services in collaboration with the Department of Social Services. 
Addressing the specialized needs of infants and young children as well as the unique behavioral health challenges facing children in the foster care system and the juvenile justice system. 
Promoting a range of services (1) to enable children and families to thrive independently in their communities, (2) to ensure a smooth, timely and sustained transition for children, youth and families from DCF involvement to a state of independence and well-being through the application of evidence-based or best practice prevention approaches at strategic points in the DCF continuum of care, and (3) to prevent DCF involvement altogether. 
Recent Highlights  

Fewer Children Removed from Home
The rate of child removals per 1,000 in the overall State population declined from 3.0 in CY 2008 to 2.79 in CY 2009 -- placing CT well below the 4.1 national average.
More Children Served at Home
Due to increased in-home services, 80% of the children served on Dec. 1, 2009 lived at home compared to 62% in 2000 and 73% in 2007.
Fewer Children in Care Due to Abuse and Neglect
There is a 24.9% reduction in the number of children under age 18 who are in care due to abuse and neglect in the three-year period ending August 2010 -- going from 5,173 in August 2007 to 3,880. 
Children Achieve Permanency
In FY2010, 690 adoptions and 213 subsidized guardianships were finalized for a total of 903 children attaining permanent homes.

National Accreditation for the Connecticut Juvenile Training School (CJTS)
In FY 2010, the Connecticut Juvenile Training School (CJTS) received accreditation from the American Correctional Association (ACA). ACA creates national best-practice standards for juvenile and adult correctional facilities. CJTS had to be 100% compliant with 30 mandatory standards. There were also 425 non-mandatory standards in which CJTS had to be 90% compliant. CJTS achieved a score of 98.7 percent
A More Fluid Behavioral Health System
Due to the availability of in-home behavioral health services for about 3,000 children and families, there has been a 37.5 percent reduction in the number of children in residential care since August 2007 and a 50 percent reduction since April 2004.
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