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Central, Eastern, Southern & Western Connecticut State Universities

Agency Purpose  xe "Connecticut state university system" 
www.ctstateu.edu
The four comprehensive universities of the Connecticut State University System (CSUS) provide affordable, accessible and high-quality learning opportunities, offering baccalaureate, graduate and professional programs in more than 160 subject areas. 

CSUS is the state’s largest university system, with more than 36,000 students and 180,000 alumni.  Central Connecticut State University (CCSU), Eastern Connecticut State University (ECSU), Southern Connecticut State University (SCSU) and Western Connecticut State University (WCSU) provide affordable, accessible and transformative higher education, cognizant of Connecticut’s workforce areas of high demand.  


Important facts about CSUS include:

· 93% of CSUS students are Connecticut residents.
· CSUS enrolls the largest share (41%) of all Connecticut residents who are pursuing a bachelor’s or graduate degree at all colleges, both public and private, in the state.
· 86% of CSUS graduates live and work in Connecticut after completing their degrees.
· 49% of students are the first generation in their families to attend college. 
· 43% of new student transfers came from Connecticut community colleges.
The Connecticut State University System is recommended for consolidation with the Board of Regents for Higher Education in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.
RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Admissions, Enrollment and Retention
· Full time undergraduate and graduate enrollment is at the highest level ever.  Undergraduate enrollment increased for the seventh consecutive year in 2009-10, and graduate enrollment increased for the first time in the past six years.  Total enrollment is 36,503, increasing by more than 8,000 since 1996.
· Reflecting a strong commitment to dramatically improve the ease of transfer from Connecticut’s community colleges to CSUS institutions, a new Dual Admission program began, which includes all 12 colleges and four CSUS universities.  It includes a joint advising component to work with students who plan on transferring to a CSUS university after earning their associate’s degree.  The number of students transferring from Connecticut community colleges has increased 51 percent since 2001.  At 7 of the 12 colleges in 2009-10, the number of transfer students matched or surpassed previous record levels.

· The CSUS Board of Trustees voted to strengthen academic admission standards, as early as 2015.  The new standards address requirements in English, math, science, social studies, and world language, as well as the arts.  
· More than 1,000 students originally attending out-of-state colleges and universities transferred to CSUS universities in fall 2009, and 83 percent were returning Connecticut residents, an increase from 76 percent the previous year.  


New Programs – Meeting New Needs
· Working collaboratively, CSUS obtained an almost unprecedented $1.9 million in federal funds for university programs, including nanotechnology, autism, nursing, college readiness and dual enrollment, to benefit students and the state.  

· ECSU has established a new interdisciplinary major in Labor Relations and Human Resource Management shared by the Economics, Business, and Psychology Departments.

· SCSU received Board of Trustees approval to develop a Center on Autism Spectrum Disorders – the first of its kind among Connecticut schools.  The Center will focus on three areas: 1) the training of current and future educators and professional staff in the best practices of teaching students with autism spectrum disorders, 2) practical autism research designed to benefit these students, and 3) direct service through such activities as evaluating children, conducting clinics and holding special events. 

· The Board of Governors for Higher Education approved Accreditation of a Master of Arts in Teaching Program (leading to Certification in Secondary Education (6-12) with options in mathematics, Spanish, and biology) at WCSU, Licensure of a Bachelor of Science in Labor & Workplace Studies Degree Program at ECSU, Licensure & Accreditation of 6th year Education Coach Certification Program at SCSU, Licensure of a Bachelor of Arts in Musical Theater at WCSU and Accreditation of a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism Degree Program at CCSU.  
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