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cONNECTICUT sTATE lIBRARY
Preserving the Past, Informing the Future

http://www.cslib.org/

Agency Purpose XE "State Library"  
· Provide high-quality library and information services to state government and the citizens of Connecticut.

· Preserve and make accessible the records of Connecticut’s history and heritage. 
· To advance the development of library services statewide.
Recent HighlightS

Archives & Public Records
Grants were awarded in the amount of $615,000 to 94 municipalities supporting improvements in the preservation and management of historic documents across the state.  
The State Archives acquired 44 accessions amounting to 508 cubic feet bringing the total quantity to 37,489 cubic feet. Accessions included Chief Justice Joseph S. Longo Papers, 1932-1996; records of the towns of Danbury, 1826-1932, and Bridgeport, 1855-1957; photographs of the 1955 floods in Ansonia, Putnam and Seymour; Papers of Truman Smith, 1811-2009 bulk 1811-1889, an antebellum U. S. Senator, who helped form the Republican Party in Connecticut; records of the First Congregational Church in Groton, 1727-1893; and records of the John Bouton Family, 1820-1865, including letters written by Bouton while serving with the Union Army in the Civil War.
Conservation Connection
The State Library was one of 5 states to receive a Connecting to Collections Statewide Implementation Grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.  The $238,605 grant will allow the State Library to implement two workshop series, one on disaster planning and response and the other on the care and storage of historic collections. A website has been established for the project (http://www.conservationct.org).
Access Services
Major digitization initiatives included Connecticut Veterans Commemorative Booklets from World War II; and an agreement to supply Connecticut materials such as the “Monthly Bulletin of the Connecticut State Board of Health” starting 1887, and the “List of Registered Motor Vehicles” from the early 1900s to the Internet Archive.  
Connecticut residents gained greater remote access to many of our databases from their home or office as the result of a Proxy Server launched on May 28, 2010 by Collection Services in collaboration with Access Services and IT Services.
In FY 2010, 4,539 objects were added to the Connecticut Digital Archive including 323 into the Treasures of Connecticut Libraries.  A total of 33,935 digital objects are in CONTENTdm. State Publications is the largest collection with 2,631 new objects archived for a total of 17,008 State Publication objects in the Digital Archive.  In FY 2010, the entire digital collection had 924,457 items viewed. Most heavily viewed collections include Aerial photographs, State Publications and the WPA Architectural Survey.

Museum of Connecticut History
Through a partial gift from descendants, “The Colonel Samuel Colt Clothing Collection & Colt Family Historical Letters & Memorabilia Collection” was added to the museum’s permanent collections  The collection is a genuine national treasure which includes Samuel Colt’s extraordinary 1850s Connecticut militia uniform, tailor-dated civilian clothing, a winter housecoat and trousers given to Colt by a czar of Russia, pastel portraits of his parents and a lot of highly personal letters to his orphaned nephew.
Library Development  


   
Downloadable Audios - The State Library developed a statewide downloadable audio books service.  The audio books collection is offered through iCONN and includes over 2,100 digital audio book titles. Titles can be downloaded from http://wwwconnstatelib.myilibraryaudio.com/. 
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