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Regional Community-Technical Colleges  

Agency Description  XE "Regional Community-Technical Colleges" 


The Connecticut community colleges offer two-year associate degrees, transfer opportunities, short-term certificate programs, skill-building and personal interest courses in more than 100 career-related areas.

The twelve community colleges and their outreach programs serve more than half of the undergraduates in public higher education in Connecticut, with more than 55,000 students enrolling in credit courses each semester.  This includes more than two-thirds of the African American and Hispanic undergraduates enrolled at public institutions of higher education.

Many of the colleges’ programs are specifically developed to serve the state’s businesses and industries, state agencies and non-profit organizations.  Annually, 35-40,000 individuals are served in non-credit skill-building, personal interest or community service programs, many of which are related to improving workforce skills. 
Approximately one third of the colleges’ enrollments are in liberal arts or general studies, making the community colleges an important point of entry for both public and private higher education in the state.



	
Performance Measures

	First-time, full-time degree/ certificate students - persistence fall-to-fall
	59%

	Licensure pass rates, nursing, early child-hood, allied health occupational graduates
	95%

	Occupational graduates employed at graduation / retained 6 months later
	78% / 91%

	Average annual wage increase of occupational program graduates
	$ 25,896


Energy Conservation Statement

In addition to on-going conservation efforts at each campus, the twelve Connecticut community colleges have participated in and continue to participate in a variety of energy initiatives sponsored by the Office of Policy and Management’s Energy Division, based on the specific type of fuel utilized (oil, natural gas, or both). For many years, the colleges which agree to utilize natural gas only, have benefited from negotiated “locked in” pricing that has achieved significant cost savings overall. This new pricing structure has saved the community colleges approximately half a million dollars over several years.  The community colleges will continue to identify and participate in initiatives to reduce energy demands and cost for the colleges and the State of Connecticut.

The Regional Community-Technical Colleges is recommended for consolidation with the Board of Regents for Higher Education in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

The following programmatic and position descriptions are provided for informational purposes only.  For funding information refer to "The Regional Community-Technical Colleges Block Grant" program   
 XE "CCC78000 81101" Instruction  
Statutory Reference 

C.G S. Sections 10a-71 and 10a-72. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To enable people with a high school diploma (or equivalent) to obtain credits towards a certificate or associate degree or to upgrade personal or occupational skills by offering a broad range of liberal arts/transfer, vocational, occupational, technology and general programs including remediation, adult and continuing education. 

Program Description 

It is the responsibility of Connecticut's community colleges to provide a comprehensive array of relevant and responsive programs and services to meeting the changing needs of individual students and the state's economy.

Liberal Arts and Sciences, The College of Technology and General Studies Programs provide access to affordable educational opportunities by offering the first two years of baccalaureate education for students interested in continuing their education through transfer to a four-year college.

Business, Commerce and Office Technology Programs include accounting, banking, real estate and tourism which prepare students for the world of work in specialized areas of interest.

Public and Human Services Programs include criminal justice, early childhood education, recreation therapy and special education which prepare education and public safety professionals who safeguard and improve the quality of life throughout Connecticut.

Health Services and Paramedical Programs include dietetic technician, dental hygiene, nursing and radiation therapy which prepare allied health and paramedical technicians to ensure the quality and availability of the state’s healthcare and emergency services.

Technology Programs prepare graduates who can apply advances in technology to improve the state’s environment and competitive position in the global economy.  

 XE "CCC78000 81103" Public Service  

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 10a-71 and 10a-72. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To enable interested individuals to acquire educational, career, cultural or recreational skills through a variety of non-traditional specialized programs tailored to the needs of individuals, businesses, industries, public agencies and the state’s economic outlook. 

Program Description

Community service programs make available various resources and special capabilities that exist within the colleges, by offering primarily short-term non-credit educational activities related to professional development, improved job skills, or career advancement through educational services, outreach programs, conferences, workshops, public lectures and events, televised or individualized instruction, contract and grant projects and interagency services. 

 XE "CCC78000 81104" Academic Support   
Statutory Reference 

C.G S. Sections 10a-71 and 10a-72 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To strengthen the instructional and community service programs of the community colleges through planning, management and operation of direct support services such as instructional technology, curriculum development and academic program management, communication and presentation technology, and faculty professional development. 

Program Description 

The academic support program embodies those activities that support the primary instructional programs through various services, programs and activities that directly assist the academic functions of the institution.  Included are academic and instructional technology, educational media, course and curriculum development, allied health, child care and other instructional practica, museums, galleries, laboratories, learning resource centers and faculty professional development. 

 XE "CCC78000 81105" Library   

Statutory Reference

 C.G.S. Sections 10a-71 and 10a-72. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To ensure that students, faculty, staff and citizens have convenient access to library collections appropriate to the size and the educational mission of the community colleges.  To ensure that such collections remain current through regular replacement, acquisition and restoration, access to information databases and other on-line resources.
Program Description 

The library program is responsible for enhancement and management of library collections, on-line services for research and interlibrary loans, and library support staffing.

 XE "CCC78000 81106" Student Services  

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 10a-71 and 10a-72. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To help students and potential students to identify and attain their educational, vocational and intellectual objectives by providing counseling, testing, advising, financial aid, admissions, placement assistance, records services and other auxiliary support activities.
Program Description 

In order to serve the community college student population effectively and make further study a reality for those students who may be under-prepared or returning to higher education for career advancement, a high level of academic support services is required.  The colleges provide developmental and remedial programs along with the following programs and services that make success at the college level possible for many of the state’s students:  academic advising; placement testing and counseling; individualized instruction and tutoring; transfer and career counseling; financial aid advising and programs; library and laboratory support and school to career programs and child care services.

 XE "CCC78000 81107" Institutional Support   

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 10a-71 and 10a-72 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To enhance the overall operation of the community colleges through effective management, information and planning services that support administration, instruction and services for students. 

Program Description 

Administrative and program personnel have the responsibility for operating and developing the total community college system including the areas of executive management, financial operations, administrative computing, information systems, institutional research, accreditation, public relations and fund raising, affirmative action and employee relations. 

 XE "CCC78000 81108" Physical Plant Operations and Maintenance  

Statutory Reference 

C. G. S. Sections 10a-71 and 10a-72. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To ensure a clean, safe and healthy environment for students, faculty, employees, visitors and the public through regular and effective facilities operation and development.  To protect the state's financial investment in its facilities through proper maintenance and upkeep of buildings and grounds. 

Program Description 

The twelve community colleges are composed of fifteen major campus locations.  This program includes campus security, custodial maintenance, building maintenance, landscape and grounds maintenance, utility services, repairs and renovations and physical plant administration for those sites.

 XE "CCC78000 81109" Scholarships and Fellowships  

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 10a-71, 10a-72 and 10a-77. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To minimize economic barriers for community college students by providing financial assistance in the form of grants, scholarships, part-time employment, tuition waivers and loan programs. 

Program Description 

Federal Student Financial Assistance Programs include: Pell Grants, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, College Work-Study and the Perkins Loan Program.

State Aid includes the Connecticut Aid to Public College Students grant, tuition set-aside grants and waivers, and matching funds for federal Work-Study and Perkins Loans.

Student Eligibility for financial assistance is based on satisfactory academic standing and demonstrated financial need.

Administration of Student Financial Assistance Programs is included under the student service program.  Student loan collection is included under the Institutional Support program. 

Community colleges provide more than $100 million annually in student aid, including more than $20 million in tuition-supported set-aside grants, waivers and work study. 
 XE "CCC78000 81110" Regional Community-Technical Colleges Block Grant 

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 10a-71 and 10a-72. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To provide the Regional Community-Technical Colleges with a streamlined, flexible and responsive administrative structure.

Program Description

State funding provided as a single block grant fosters effective and timely decision-making and allocation of resources to meet changing instructional, academic and student support requirements.  Within available resources, community college management, faculty and staff are accountable and responsible for the delivery of educational programming responsive to the needs of individual students, college communities and the state’s economy.  Budgetary flexibility along with local decision-making and accountability supports an environment that enables a streamlined administrative response to operational needs.
There are eight program elements supported by the block grant:  Instruction; Public Services; Academic Support; Library; Student Services; Institutional Support; Physical Plant Operation and Maintenance and Scholarships and Fellowships. 
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