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Charter Oak State College 

agency Description  XE "Charter Oak College"  
  
The Board for State Academic Awards oversees Charter Oak State College and the Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium (CTDLC).  Charter Oak was founded in 1973 to enable adults to earn associate and bachelor’s degrees by incorporating credit earned in many ways, including from Charter Oak’s online courses, courses from other accredited colleges and universities, testing, military credit, and the evaluation of life experience.  Established in 1997, the CTDLC provides a cost-effective means for Connecticut higher education, K-12, adult education, and CT State Agencies to provide access to web-based learning.  The CTDLC provides direct services to students through its eTutoring, ePortfolio, and help desk and indirect support through its instructional and web design, data center, and hosting services.
The Charter Oak State College is recommended for consolidation with the Board of Regents for Higher Education in the Governor’s budget as part of his proposal to restructure state government.

 XE "BAA77000 88888" Charter Oak State College 
http://www.cosc.edu/
Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 10a-143 and 10a-149. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To extend access to higher education to adults through its associate and baccalaureate degree completion programs which incorporate transfer credit, Charter Oak distance learning courses, testing and other methods of competency validation and  to encourage innovation in higher education in order to meet the needs of adult learners.

Program Description

Charter Oak offers degrees without boundaries.  The program is designed to accommodate adults who work and have family and job responsibilities regardless of where they live.  Its low cost, flexible scheduling, and online services (tutoring, advising, and library), save the students time and money.   
Outcome Measure
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 XE "BAA77000 81005" Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium   
 http://www.ctdlc.org 
Statutory Reference

C.G.S. Section 10a-143. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To promote cost savings by providing a single point of presence for online learning in Connecticut.   The CTDLC reduces the need for institutions to maintain separate data infrastructures, technical staff, help desks, student services, course designers, faculty trainers and marketing budgets by providing these services as a collaboration or as a fee for service model.  For K-12 and adult education, the CTDLC provides a single point for the delivery of online courses which are shared by schools and programs across the state.

Program Description 

The CTDLC promotes and delivers distance learning education to higher education, K-12, adult education, state agencies, and non-profit organizations. It provides a single point of presence for distance learning offered by Connecticut public and independent colleges and universities, distributing program information, course listings, registration links, and student support services.  In addition, the CTDLC supports distance learning in other state agencies, adult education programs, K-12 and educational organizations. The goals are to have institutions work collaboratively to deliver distance learning and to lower the costs of delivery by reducing duplication.
The CTDLC directs the CT Adult Virtual High School which is funded by a $325,000 grant from the State Department of Education. The program provides online courses to students enrolled in an adult education program to earn an adult credit diploma, to study online for GED preparation, and sharpen writing skills in an online writing lab.  
The CT Virtual Learning Center, a state program for high school students to take online courses completed its second full year of operation. Courses are focused on credit recovery, Advanced Placement, and world languages.
The CTDLC’s collaborative eTutoring and ePortfolio programs provide direct support to students in 20 of Connecticuts colleges and universities as well as to 56 institutions in 9 other states.  The eTutoring and ePortfolio program are designed to improve student learning and retention as well as provide a platform for authentic assessment and career planning.  The CTDLC also provides a support center to provide help to those faculty and students using these programs.  
Outcome Measure

One way that the CTDLC measures its success is by the growth of quality distance education across Connecticut’s educational landscape.  During 2009-10, Connecticut’s higher education institutions offered 4,572 online courses with enrollments of 76,318.  This represents a 36% growth in courses offered and a 55% growth in enrollment from the 2008-09 academic year.
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