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Department of Education
http://www.state.ct.us/sde/
Agency Purpose XE "Education, Department of"  TC "Education"  

· Support school districts with leadership, curriculum, research, planning, evaluation, education technology data analyses and other assistance as needed.

· Distribute funds to school districts through 26 grant programs, including Education Cost Sharing (by far the largest grant to districts) at $1.9 billion.

· Operate the 18 technical high schools, a system that serves 10,500 full-time high school and adult day students with comprehensive education and training in 39 occupational areas and 5,000 adult apprenticeship students.

· Assess the achievements of students and schools through statewide testing, strategic school profiles and reporting on the condition of education.

· Ensure the quality of teachers by testing teacher candidates, supporting and assessing beginning teachers and providing professional development opportunities.

· Work with local school districts to improve student achievement.
MAJOR PROGRAM AREAS
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Recent Highlights 

Early Childhood 
Participated in the implementation of Connecticut’s comprehensive readiness initiative, Ready by Five, Fine by Nine.  Completion of several key policy documents, expansion of slots made available to 3- and 4-year-olds statewide, and the reconstitution of the membership and governance of the Early Childhood Cabinet.  The newly constituted Early Childhood Cabinet will commence in January 2010.  One of the new Cabinet’s role will be to design an action plan in response to the Federal Head Start program. 

Secondary School Reform

The Department of Education has begun implementation of The Connecticut Plan: Academic and Personal Success of Every Middle and High School Student on a voluntary basis. The plan will be incorporated, in part, into the department’s 2010 Race to the Top application for federal funding the summer of 2010.

No Child Left Behind: State Accountability
Under Section 223 (e) of the CT General Statutes, the Department of Education will continue its intervention work with sixteen “partner” districts that are in their fourth and fifth years of “improvement,” as defined by No Child Left Behind. Under the new requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), school accountability will undergo significant changes, principally in four districts whose schools are among the lowest 5% performing across the state.  Models for intervention and improvement will now be prescribed directly for these relatively few schools.
Implement the Stipulated Sheff Agreement

In 2009, the State Department of Education, Hartford Public Schools, and CREC worked to enable 27 percent of Hartford’s students to be educated in less racially-isolated settings.  By 2013, the Department expects to have fully implemented the goals of the Stipulated Sheff Agreement of 80 percent of the demand for such desegregated education being met or 41 percent of Hartford’s minority students being educated in a reduced racial isolation setting. 
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