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Public Defender Services Commission

http://www.ocpd.state.ct.us/ 

 XE "Public Defender Services Commission" Agency Purpose  

· Ensure the constitutional administration of criminal justice within the state criminal court system, by maintaining a public defender office at all juvenile and adult court locations throughout the state.

· Provide legal representation to indigent accused children and adults in criminal trials and appeals, extradition proceedings, habeas corpus proceedings arising from a criminal matter, delinquency and juvenile post-conviction matters, Psychiatric Security Review Board cases and post-conviction petitions for DNA testing, and to convicted persons seeking exoneration through the Connecticut Innocence Project.
· Provide social work services to clients for referrals to alternative pre-trial programs and sentencing alternatives to incarceration and to assist them in addressing personal and social problems to prevent recidivism within the criminal justice system.

· 
Contribute to public safety initiatives by participation in the development of specialized programs that promote successful reentry through reduced violence, homelessness and recidivism by utilizing Domestic Violence Courts, Community Courts, Diversionary Programs, Drug Intervention, Alternatives to Incarceration and Team Child programs.

· Provide a balanced perspective within the criminal justice community by participation on state policy boards, task forces, and committees involved in addressing criminal and juvenile justice issues.

· Fulfill the State’s constitutional obligation to provide counsel for indigent accused in a professional, effective and cost efficient manner.

Recent Highlights 
Connecticut Innocence Project (CTIP)
The work of CTIP has resulted in the exoneration of three individuals who were wrongfully convicted and incarcerated in Connecticut prisons for 18-20 years before exoneration.

CTIP, in collaboration with the Division of Criminal Justice and the State Forensic Laboratory, has recently been awarded $1.4 million in federal grant dollars from the Department of Justice to expedite exonerations of Connecticut inmates convicted of murder, aggravated sexual assaults, and non-negligent manslaughter who claim that they are innocent.

Electronic Evidence training and Information Technology Initiatives
The Division expanded the use of computerized electronic evidence presentation techniques in the courtroom. The agency’s Training Department continues to provide innovative training in case management, time line, and electronic evidence presentation to those offices involved in serious felony and capital case trials. 
RAISE THE AGE CONNECTICUT

The Director of Juvenile Delinquency Defense serves as an important resource for the agency and the General Assembly to effectuate implementation of the Raise the Age initiative to include the 16-year-old population under juvenile jurisdiction in 2010. 
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