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Office of the Victim Advocate 

http://www.ova.state.ct.us/
Agency Purpose XE " Victim Advocate, office of the "  

· Monitor and evaluate the provision of services to crime victims and the enforcement of victims’ rights in Connecticut.

· Receive complaints from crime victims regarding the violation of rights and provision of services and may investigate such complaints.

· File a limited appearance in court proceedings, when appropriate, to advocate for victims’ rights when it is alleged that such rights have been or are being violated. 

· Advance policies throughout the state that promote the fair and just treatment of victims throughout the criminal justice process.

· Provide oversight and advocacy when the criminal justice system fails crime victims.

· Ensure that the voices of crime victims play a central role in Connecticut’s response to violence and those victimized by crime.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS  

iNVESTIGATIONS

· Released an investigative report surrounding a domestic  violence death in Terryville, Connecticut.

· Submitted an Amicus Curiae Brief to the Appellate Court.  The issue addressed whether a criminal defendant could invade the marital assets in a pending divorce matter, in order to pay for his attorney in the unrelated criminal matter.
· Conducted the 1st Annual Best Practices of Advocating for Crime Victims Training on June 19, 2009.  The training was held at the Legislative Office Building and there were approximately 45 attendees from various victim service agencies throughout the state of Connecticut.
· Attended the National Defense Attorneys Association (NDAA) National Conference Against Domestic Violence after receiving two scholarships; one from the Office for Victims of Crimes and one from the NDAA.

· Launched its first quarterly newsletter entitled “The Victims’ Voice”.

· In conjunction with participating entities, conducted Victims’ Voice Day in which more than 321 letters of support from victims were collected and sent to legislators and the Governor. 
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