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office of the child advocate
agency purpose 

The Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) is an independent state agency established in 1995 to protect the civil, legal and special rights of the children of Connecticut, and to advance policies throughout the state that promote their well-being and best interests.  State law provides the OCA with access to any and all records pertaining to services or care provided to a child that may be necessary to intervene on behalf of that child.

Statutory responsibilities include evaluating the procedures for and the delivery of services to children by state agencies or other entities that receive public funding.

Recent Highlights 

Child Fatality Review

During the past fiscal year, the Child Fatality Review Panel (CFRP) reviewed unexplained or untimely child fatalities and fetal and infant deaths which were reported to the Child Advocate and reviewed by OCA staff.  

Citizen Response

In FY2009, OCA documented almost 1,000 requests for assistance regarding specific children.  OCA conducted reviews of the cases of individual children in congregate care settings and institutions to intervene on behalf of these children and to enhance its systemic oversight and monitoring efforts.  

Facility Investigations

During the last year, OCA finished its formal two year monitoring of the state’s children’s psychiatric hospital, Riverview Hospital for Children and Youth, which was initiated by order of the Governor.  

The OCA has continued to commit extensive staff resources to examine the pathways and conditions of confinement of youth in or at-risk for entering the adult justice system.

Children with Special Health Care Needs

The OCA has made diligent efforts on behalf of children with complex medical conditions and developmental disabilities.
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