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Judicial Branch
http://www.jud.ct.gov/

AGency Purpose 
· To operate a fair, efficient and open court system to adjudicate all state criminal, civil, family and administrative cases.
· To maintain secure and safe conditions in courthouses and other Judicial Branch facilities.

· To create and sustain a full range of alternatives to incarceration and evidence-based services for adult and juvenile populations.

· To advocate for victims of violent crime and to ensure that they are provided with services and financial compensation.
· To effectively resolve family and interpersonal conflicts through a comprehensive program of negotiation, mediation, evaluation and education.

· To provide safe and secure custody, treatment and rehabilitative services for children and families through the juvenile justice system.
· To assist parents by enforcing, reviewing and adjusting child support orders.

· To utilize effective supervision practices and intervention strategies that promote recidivism reduction, positive behavior change and restorative justice principals with persons placed on probation.
Recent highlightS 

PUBLIC SERVICE AND TRUST COMMISSION
In June of 2008 the Chief Justice approved a strategic plan that encompasses the recommendations of the Public Service and Trust Commission.  The plan provides a framework to guide the Judicial Branch over the next three to five years.  Since the adoption of the plan, the Judicial Branch has been working on implementation of these recommendations.  They are grouped into five major areas:  access to the courts, changing demographics, delivery of services, collaboration with those who interact with the Branch, and accountability to the people served.
The adoption of the strategic plan by the Chief Justice was just the beginning of the strategic planning process.  Its implementation has required the sustained commitment of the Judicial Branch.  Through the use of performance measures, timelines and consistent oversight, the Judicial Branch regularly assesses its progress in implementing the plan.

IMPLEMENTATION OF “RAISE THE AGE”
Effective January 1, 2010, the jurisdiction of juvenile court expanded to include 16-year-olds.  Implementation has required extensive work by Judicial Branch staff in both the Court Operations and the Court Support Services Divisions.
FORECLOSURE MEDIATION PROGRAM
The highly successful foreclosure mediation program entered its second year.  As the result of legislation passed during the 2008 session, it was expanded to include all cases in which the defendant has filed an appearance, rather than just those in which the defendant has requested mediation.  Resources were provided to the Branch for the additional mediators and other support personnel necessary to support the increased caseload. The program continues to provide relief to homeowners who are facing foreclosure.  This program will end on July 1, 2010.
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