Freedom of Information Commission 

 XE "Freedom of Information Commission" AGENCY DESCRIPTION 

The Freedom of Information Commission is charged with ensuring that the people of Connecticut have access to the records and meetings of all public agencies and that all public agencies fully comply with the Freedom of Information Act. 

The Governor’s Recommended Budget includes repeal of CGS Section 1-205a which prohibits the Governor from proposing budget modifications.
 XE "FOI13700 29300" administration and enforcement of the state’s Freedom of Information Act  

Statutory Reference

C.G.S. Section 1-200 et seq.; P.A. 04-204, §11
Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To ensure that the people of Connecticut have access to the non-exempt records and meetings of all state, local and regional public agencies and to ensure that all public agencies fully comply with the state’s Freedom of Information Act.
Program Description

The major activities of the Commission are to:
· Hear and decide citizen complaints and requests for declaratory rulings by means of a speedy and inexpensive process designed for use by laypersons. The objective of this activity is to resolve cases fairly, quickly and inexpensively by resolving as many cases as possible without formal hearings through the use of ombudsmen (mediators) and by using its statutory powers to terminate cases without merit.  
· Inform and educate public officials and the public of their rights under the Freedom of Information Act and provide information to legislators and other policymakers. 
· Participate in policy initiatives and projects with other agencies concerning privacy, information technology and public records administration. 
· Represent the commission, through staff counsel, in all court appeals and other litigation affecting the commission. 

