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State Elections Enforcement Commission   


Agency Description  XE "State Elections Enforcement Commission"  

The Elections Enforcement Commission is a non-partisan independent agency that has exclusive civil authority to enforce election laws.  Its principal functions are to conduct investigations of complaints concerning violations of the laws governing elections, primaries and referenda, monitor compliance with campaign financing laws by performing audits and disseminate advice and information that is necessary for compliance by regulated persons.

The Commission is also responsible for the administration and enforcement of a new public financing program through which the Citizens’ Election Fund provides public grants to qualified candidates for statewide office and the General Assembly.   The Commission has also become the filing repository for campaign reports and is responsible for redesigning and implementing a new electronic campaign reporting system.  

The Governor’s Recommended Budget includes repeal of CGS Section 9-7c which prohibits the Governor from proposing budget modifications and also transfers payment of operating expenses from the General Fund to the Citizens’ Election Fund.
 XE "ELE13500 29201" Election Law Enforcement and Control 

Statutory Reference 

C.G.S. Sections 9-7a, 9-7b, 9-7c, and Chapters 155 and 157.
Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To improve public confidence in our electoral process and in the officials who seek or hold a public office by monitoring compliance with and swift enforcement of the election laws.

Program Description

The Commission is the only administrative agency that conducts investigations of complaints concerning violations of state election laws.  The procedures utilized in an investigation may include the issuance of subpoenas, examination of documents and conduct of hearings.  Civil enforcement sanctions, including monetary fines, may be imposed directly by the Commission against violators of these laws.  Evidence of criminal conduct is referred to the Chief State’s Attorney for prosecution.   
The Commission monitors compliance with campaign financing laws by auditing disclosure reports and disseminating information and advice to candidates, political action committees (PAC) and political parties. Auditing of financial disclosure statements is intended to ensure that errors and omissions are promptly corrected and that violations are deterred.  The Commission is now the campaign filing repository for reports of statewide and General Assembly candidates, PACs and political party committees, and prepares the forms and instructions necessary for compliance with these disclosure requirements.
The Commission is also responsible for the administration of the Citizens’ Election Fund, which provides public grants to qualified candidates for statewide office and the General Assembly, and for the compliance of all contribution and expenditure limitations contained in Public Act 05-5 of the October 25, 2005 Special Session, as amended.  Reports concerning participation in the Citizens’ Election Program and receipts and expenditures from the Citizens’ Election Program are required.
The Commission enforces new restrictions on contributions by lobbyists and state contractors and is required to establish, maintain and update a comprehensive database of state contractors and prospective state contractors to ensure compliance.
The Commission is the designated agency for resolution of complaints filed under the Federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA).
The Commission prepares and distributes campaign guides for compliance with election financing laws; conducts seminars for candidates, campaign treasurers, business, professional and labor organizations, other political action groups and party officials; renders formal and informal advisory opinions and rulings upon request and recommends revisions of election laws to the General Assembly. 
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