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Department of Environmental Protection

 XE "Environmental Protection, Department of" AGENCY PURPOSE

The agency’s purpose is to ensure that:

· The state’s natural resources are preserved, conserved and protected.

· Strict environmental quality standards are implemented fairly and effectively.

· All parts of society – communities, individuals, business, state and local governments – have access to accurate information sufficient to effectively participate in managing human health and environmental risks.

· The state’s communities and ecosystem are diverse, sustainable and economically productive.

· Open space acquisition, urban development and ecosystem management reflect the understanding that our natural and fiscal resources are finite, and our preservation and utilization of both must be systematically managed. 

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS  

Climate Change

With the passage of Public Act 08-98 “An Act Concerning Connecticut Global Warming Solutions (GWSA),“ Connecticut became one of only six states to adopt comprehensive climate change legislation and enforceable greenhouse gas reduction targets.  In 2009, the DEP moved forward on implementing the GWSA by issuing a greenhouse gas emissions inventory, and issuing a draft report on anticipated climate change impacts in Connecticut.  
Bottle bill expansion
In 2009, the 30 year old state bottle bill was expanded to include water bottles and other noncarbonated beverages. This expansion diverts hundreds of millions of non-biodegradable plastic bottles into the recycling stream where they can be reused for other products.  The state bottle bill has already kept billions of bottles and cans of soda or beer from our waste stream.










B - 2
Department of Environmental Protection
Conservation and Protection

B - 1
Conservation and Development
Department of Environmental Protection


