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Department of Consumer Protection
ttp://www.ct.gov/dcp
Agency Purpose  XE "Consumer Protection, Department of"

· To eliminate the hazards of adulterated, contaminated, or unsanitary food products by regulating the manufacture and sale of food products in the State of Connecticut.

· To prevent the diversion of all controlled drugs by regulating the manufacture, distribution and sale of drugs, cosmetics and medical devices.
· To prevent the sale of alcoholic liquor to minors and intoxicated persons and to ensure that licensed premises are safe and sanitary by regulating the distribution, sale, and dispensation of alcoholic liquor.

Recent Highlights

· With assistance from a federal grant, the agency continued its work with the Connecticut Coalition to Stop Underage Drinking and municipal and state police departments on alcohol compliance checks designed to prevent underage drinking. In FY 2009, the agency conducted 758 compliance checks – a 37% increase over the previous year – as a direct result of the federal grant. 
· The agency participated in 18 food recall effectiveness checks based on national recalls during FY 2009, including an investigation and successful resolution of Connecticut-packaged broccoli and bean sprouts that were implicated in a multi-state food-borne outbreak. The department was one of the first to implicate the source of one of the largest peanut butter recalls in history. Various imported Chinese food products were tested for the presence of melamine and three melamine-tainted products were removed from sale in Connecticut. In addition, the department assisted the Food and Drug Administration in disseminating drug recall notices to all the state’s prescribers, pharmacists and pharmacies. 
· Through full implementation of a new online licensing system, the agency greatly enhanced processing efficiency. More than 46,400 license renewals were processed online in FY 2009, up 45% from the prior year.
· With the assistance of a federal grant, the department implemented a new statewide web-based application allowing physicians, pharmacists, law enforcement and regulatory officials to monitor the distribution of prescription drugs, identify patterns of abuse and allow -- where necessary -- enforcement action. In FY 2009, the agency educated and trained thousands of prescribing practitioners, pharmacists and law enforcement personnel on using the application, and conducted educational and outreach activities for the general public on prescription drug use and abuse and safe storage and disposal of medications.  
B - 2
Department of Consumer Protection
Regulation and Protection

B - 1
Regulation and Protection
Department of Consumer Protection


