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Connecticut State Library 

 XE "State Library" Agency Description 
The mission of the State Library is to provide high quality library and information services to state government and the citizens of Connecticut; to preserve and make accessible the records of Connecticut's history and heritage; to promote the development and growth of high quality information services on an equitable basis statewide; to provide leadership and cooperative opportunities for the library, educational and historical communities in order to enhance the value of their individual and collective service missions and to develop and promote appropriate legislation and public policy in support of these efforts.
 XE "CSL66000 85020" Information Services 

Statutory Reference
 Sections 11-1a, 11-3, 11-4, 11-9c, 11-9d, 11-10a thru 11-19c 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To provide comprehensive library information in the areas of law and legislation; public administration and policy; state, federal and local government; CT history, genealogy, newspapers, and the State’s archives to state government decision-makers and to the citizens of the state. 

Program Description 

Information Services provides library information services to state government and the public by acquiring and organizing local, state and federal documents, legal and legislative resources, newspaper, historical, genealogical and special format resource collections; by using the latest technologies to classify, index, search, retrieve and deliver the information contained in these collections to the citizens of the state.
Government Information Reference organizes and delivers information services to state government and citizens by developing public policy collections; managing the U.S. document depository system of 29 libraries in Connecticut and Rhode Island; administering a Connecticut documents network of 12 libraries throughout the state; and identifying and adding electronic publications to the Connecticut Digital Archive.

History and Genealogy collects information resources related to the history of Connecticut and New England; assists clients performing historical and genealogical research and provides access services including reference, retrieval and shelving for the State Archives collection. 

Law/Legislative Reference serves as the law library for state government agencies and the Supreme Court; paginates, indexes and provides access to the transcripts of the General Assembly; provides legislative bill status information for state agencies and the public; indexes all General Assembly bills and maintains a permanent file of all proposed legislation. 

Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped circulates talking books, tape players and Braille materials to over 10,000 Connecticut citizens each year and provides toll-free reader advisory assistance and information services. 

Bibliographic Information and Collection Management manages the acquisition, classification and processing of materials for all agency collections; and repairs and preserves library materials, including archives, manuscripts, maps, photographs and government documents. 

 XE "CSL66000 85040" Library Development 

Statutory Reference 

Sections 4d-80(C), 4d-82, 11-1a, 11-2a, 11-9c thru 11-9f, 11-23a thru 11-26 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

The Division of Library Development provides leadership, funding, education and statewide services that enhance a local library’s ability to deliver high-quality library service to the community. The State Library, through the Division of Library Development, administers the federal Library Services and Technology Act.

Program Description 

iCONN, www.iconn.org the Connecticut Research Engine, provides all students, faculty and residents with online access to essential library and information resources.  It is administered in conjunction with the Department of Higher Education.  Through iCONN, a core level of information resources, including secured access to licensed databases, is available to every citizen in Connecticut. Connecticut residents Connecticut residents and students viewed a full text article or other resource 9,071,726 times, a 14% increase over the previous year. iCONN also provides web access to a statewide catalog of library holdings and interlibrary loan services. 

Connecticar is a statewide delivery service for library materials. Handling over 3.5 million items each year, it is the backbone of resource sharing among Connecticut's public and academic libraries.

Connecticard is a cooperative program among the state's public libraries, administered by the State Library under Section 11-31 of the General Statutes of Connecticut that allows any resident of the state to use the borrower card issued by his or her home public library to borrow from any other public library in the state.  The Division administers an annual grant program to reimburse libraries for services to non-residents. 

Library Service Centers support the development of Connecticut public and school libraries by providing training, consultation and professional materials; providing access to essential library resources and maximizing local library funding through resource sharing.
Public Library Construction grant program provides funds for public library construction and consulting assistance to libraries on space planning, accessibility and building programs. 

Grants include state Public Library grants that are awarded to 164 public libraries, as well as competitive federal Library Service and Technology Act (LSTA) grants.

Statistics are collected, organized and published on various aspects of the state’s public libraries. Publications include Connecticut’s Public Libraries: A Statistical Profile.  In addition, the Division works with the National Center for Education Statistics in its national data collection activities. 

 XE "CSL66000 85050" Museum – HISTORICAL Services 

Statutory Reference 

Sections 11-6a 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To connect the experience of residents and museum visitors to the artifacts, images and documents of the past, increasing awareness of and pride in the state’s political, military and industrial history and building commitment to preserving and sharing its cultural heritage.
Program Description

The Raymond E. Baldwin Museum of Connecticut History and Heritage collects, preserves and exhibits artifacts relevant to the political, industrial and military history of Connecticut from the colonial era to the present.  Through permanent, temporary and traveling exhibitions, the Museum provides its 27,000 annual visitors the opportunity to explore a wide variety of topics in Connecticut history emphasizing original objects, images and written materials.

 XE "CSL66000 85055" Records MANAGEMENT
Statutory Reference 

Sections 1-7 through 1-18,4-193, 7-14, 7-22a, 7-23 thru 7-32, 7-109, 7-110, 11-1c, 11-4c, 11-6, 11-6a, 11-8 to 11-8n, 45a-10 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

Serves as the Public Records Office for the state of Connecticut with responsibility for managing and preserving the state's historical record. 

Program Description 

The public records and archival program addresses the life cycle of public records from inception through access to preservation and storage. 

Public Records preserves and conserves state and local historical documents and vital records essential to the conduct of government business; develops records management standards for state and local government agencies and administers the Historic Documents Preservation Grant program.

State Archives appraises, acquires, organizes, preserves and makes available for research records of Connecticut state and local governments and maintains a collection of non-governmental records that document Connecticut history.
 XE "CSL66000 14000" Administrative Services 
Statutory Reference

Sections 4-24, 11-1 thru 11-43 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To ensure that the State Library's services and mandates are provided in the most efficient and productive manner. 

Program Description

Under the immediate supervision of the State Librarian and Director of Administrative Services a group of offices and operational support services monitor the agency's programs, provide overall direction, strategic planning, financial and human resource management and maintain the highest possible standards for effective operation.  
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