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Commission on child protection

 XE "Commission on Child Protection" Agency Description  
The statutory responsibility of Commission on Child Protection, through the Office of the Chief Child Protection Attorney (CCPA), is to improve the system for the provision of legal services and Guardians Ad Litem (GAL) to children and indigent respondents in family matters in which the state has been ordered to pay the cost of such services and in proceedings before the superior court for juvenile matters.

The Commission must ensure that attorneys providing legal services pursuant to this section are assigned to cases in a manner that will avoid conflicts of interest, as defined by the Rules of Professional Conduct, and in a manner consistent with the Standards of Practice. 

The Commission is required to establish and implement training, practice and caseload standards for the representation of children and indigent respondents in juvenile and family courts.

Legal Services XE "CPC98920 22018"  

Statutory Reference

C.G.S. Section 46b-123c, d & e. 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To fulfill the state’s statutory obligation to provide competent counsel to children and indigent legal parties in Juvenile and Family Matters.

To ensure that children who are the subject of neglect, custody and support proceedings receive competent and zealous advocacy and that poor respondents in such proceedings can exercise their legal rights by ensuring access to quality legal representation that the client otherwise could not afford. 

Program Description 

The Office of the Chief Child Protection Attorney receives and processes applications of private attorneys seeking a contract to perform legal and GAL services in Juvenile and/or Family Matters.  Once an attorney is approved for a contract in 
Juvenile Matters they are required to attend pre-service training through the Center for Children’s Advocacy in collaboration with the Chief Child Protection Attorney.  

The Commission has secured several training opportunities for attorneys practicing in Juvenile Matters, including attendance at the National Association of Counsel for Children’s Annual Child Protection Conference, a comprehensive legal training program offered throughout the fiscal year by the Center for Children’s Advocacy, ongoing monthly course offerings in topics relevant to child protection through the Department of Children and Families’ Training Academy and supplemental training opportunities with Lawyers for Children America.

The Chief Child Protection Attorney’s office processes on average 50 requests per day for appointments of legal counsel from the 13 Juvenile Courts throughout the state submitted via an electronic request form created by Office’s Administrative Services Coordinator.  Non-emergency requests are processed by our paralegal within a 24-hour time period and the courts and attorneys are notified electronically of the appointment.  Emergency appointments are handled by the Administrative Services Coordinator immediately.

 XE " CPC98920 14000" Management Services 

Statutory Reference

C.G.S. Section 46b-123c, d & e 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives 

To maintain effective legal representation for children and indigent parties by establishing and implementing policies and providing administrative services and training to 230 contract attorneys practicing Juvenile and Family law.

Program Description 

The Fiscal Department of the Chief Child Protection Attorney’s office handles processing the bills for all state paid representation in Juvenile and Family Matters.  Additionally, bills are included for attorneys appointed by the courts to non-indigent parties at “state rates” and attorneys granted higher hourly rates by the courts in certain Family cases.

The staff of the Chief Child Protection Attorney’s Office ensures that new contract attorneys attend pre-service training, that attorneys are appointed on Juvenile Court  cases throughout the state in a timely fashion, that billing questions by the attorneys are addressed promptly and that questions regarding such matters as attorney conflicts, prior representation, need for out-of-state travel, expert consultations and taking appeals are handled in a cooperative and professional manner to ensure the best and most cost effective provision of legal services to our clients.

The Chief Child Protection Attorney responds to and acts upon questions and complaints from court staff and individual clients; develops procedures, maintains records, processes all financial actions of the office; purchases materials and equipment and handles the payment of training providers, marshals, lab services and expert witnesses.

The Chief Child Protection Attorney maintains a website which provides notices, resource links and training schedules to the contract attorneys.
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