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Charter Oak State College 

agency Description  XE "Charter Oak College"  
  

The mission of the Board for State Academic Awards, which oversees Charter Oak State College and the Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium (CTDLC), is to provide diverse and alternative opportunities for adults to earn degrees.  Founded in 1973, Charter Oak is the degree-granting institution that enables adults to earn associate and bachelor’s degrees by incorporating credit earned in many ways including   campus-based and online courses from accredited colleges and universities, testing, Charter Oak distance learning courses and the evaluation of life experience.  Established in 1997, the CTDLC provides a cost-effective means for Connecticut higher education, K-12, adult education, and CT State Agencies to provide access to web-based learning.  The CTDLC provides direct services to students through its eTutoring, ePortfolio, and help desk and indirect support through its instructional and web design, data center, and hosting services.
 XE "BAA77000 88888" Charter Oak State College 

http://www.cosc.edu/
Statutory Reference 
C. G. S. Sections 10a-143 and 10a-149 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To extend access to higher education to adults through its associate and baccalaureate degree programs which incorporate transfer credit, Charter Oak distance learning courses, testing and other methods of competency validation and  to encourage innovation in higher education in order to meet the needs of adult learners.

Program Description

The program is designed to accommodate adults who work, have family, and financial responsibilities.  The program often saves the student time and money and allows them to complete their educational goals while working.  Charter Oak degrees are degrees without boundaries.  The ethnicities of Charter Oak’s students reflect Connecticut’s diversity.  Ninety-seven percent of Charter Oak’s graduates said they were either “very satisfied” or “satisfied” with the College.
According to Connecticut Department of Labor information, 80% of Charter Oak graduates who live in Connecticut are employed in Connecticut, 96% are employed for more than six months, their average weekly wages are $1,046 and they have seen an increase of $352 in their weekly earnings since graduating from Charter Oak.  This 35% increase in wages directly benefits the students and Connecticut by increasing the wages of its residents.
Performance indicators show that over the past five years, an average of 52% of the students earned a bachelor’s degree within six years and 52% earned an associates degree within three years.  Many of the associate degree recipients continue at Charter Oak to earn their bachelors degrees.  There are no significant differences between the achievement rates of African American, Hispanic, Asian American, Native American or Caucasian students.
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 XE "BAA77000 81005" Connecticut Distance Learning Consortium

http://www.ctdlc.org 

Statutory Reference

C. G. S. Section 10a-143 

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To provide a single point of presence for distance learning—including collaboration in such areas as student services, marketing, assessment, faculty training and financial aid while reducing the need for separate infrastructures, help desks, course designers, faculty trainers and marketing budgets.  For K-12 and Adult Education, the CTDLC provides a single point for the delivery of online courses which are shared by schools and programs across the state.

Program Description 

The CTDLC promotes and delivers distance learning education to higher education, K-12, adult education, state agencies, and non-profit organizations. It provides a single point of presence for distance learning offered by Connecticut public and independent colleges and universities, distributing program information, course listings, registration links, online surveys, student advising and library services.  In addition, the CTDLC supports distance learning in other state agencies, adult education programs, K-12 and educational organizations. The goals are to have institutions work collaboratively to deliver distance learning and to lower the costs of delivery by reducing duplication.

The CTDLC concluded its 7th year of directing the CT Adult Virtual High School.  Funded by a $291,300 grant from the CT Bureau of Adult Education, the program provides online courses to students across CT Adult Credit Diploma program and an Online GED preparation course.  The program nearly doubled in 2008 with over 1,300 enrollments.  The courses, training, delivery systems and administration have all been created and managed by the CTDLC. And January 2008, The CTDLC launched the CT Virtual Learning Center, a state program for high school students to take online courses.  The state’s dollars were invested in a portal, course curriculums aligned with state frameworks, and professional development materials.   Courses are focused on AP, World Languages, and credit recovery.

The CTDLC’s collaborative eTutoring program and its ePortfolio platform provide direct support to students in 20 of CT’s colleges and universities as well as institutions in 14 other states.  The eTutoring and ePortfolio programs are designed to improve student learning and retention as well as providing programmatic assessment and career search functionality.  Both of these programs are now being extended to the Adult Virtual High School in spring 2008.  The CTDLC also provides a support desk to support these programs.  In 2007-08, the support desk was accessed by over 75,000 students and faculty at 26 CT colleges and universities and 43 institutions in 14 other states.  


Outcome Measure

One way that the CTDLC measures its success is by the growth of quality distance education across Connecticut’s educational landscape.  During 2007-08, Connecticut offered 2137 online courses with enrollments of 45,771.  While there was a slight decrease in the number of courses offered, enrollment increased over 22%.
Outcome Measure
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