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Agricultural Experiment Station

“Putting Science to Work for Society”

http://www.ct.gov/caes
Agency Purpose XE "Agricultural Experiment Station"  

To perform a variety of research and analyses at laboratories in New Haven and Windsor and research farms in Hamden, Windsor, and Griswold.  This research includes:

· Discovering insects and ticks that transmit disease organisms to people and animals and devising methods of detecting and reducing these diseases.

· Evaluating new crops for biodiesel fuel and pest control.

· Devising ways to manage agricultural and forest pests using fewer and less toxic pesticides.

· Ensuring an ample and economical food supply by increasing yields, introducing new successful crops, and controlling pests and plant diseases.

· Protecting people from toxic substances found in food and water, mold in buildings, and deficient food, drugs and agricultural supplies.

· Devising ways to control invasive aquatic plants in lakes and wetland dieback in salt marshes.

Recent Highlights 

Food Safety and Biosecurity

At the request of the Department of Consumer Protection and other state agencies, foods and other consumer products were tested for pesticides and other unwanted chemicals.  In analyses of imported cookies and candies, unacceptable concentrations of melamine were recorded and the products were recalled.  In other analyses of imported cereals, there were illegal residues of an insecticide present.  Findings were reported to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, which resulted in the national recall of the cereal products.

Invasive Aquatic Plants

Several species of invasive plants have been detected in lakes and ponds.  Explosive growth of these weeds can greatly reduce water quality and displace native plant populations.  Decreased property values and negative impacts on recreation and wildlife habitats are major public concerns.  Of the 137 lakes surveyed over several years in Connecticut, more than 60% contain one or more invasive plant species.  Field experiments revealed that a single application of dilute herbicide or the introduction of grass carp can control certain species of invasive plants.  The release of a predatory beetle on Eurasian water-milfoil in Lake Candlewood is being evaluated. 
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