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	Public Act 05-106
(Bill No. 6475)
	AN ACT CONCERNING THE POWERS OF SPECIAL DISTRICTS.


	Sec. 1 amends §7-326


	This legislation allows certain special taxing districts to implement tick control measures.  While a fire district located in Stonington requested this amendment to §7-326, so that property taxes the district imposes could pay for a public health measure previously funded with a grant, this legislation affects any special taxing district created and operating under the Connecticut General Statutes.  It does not affect a district created by and operating under a special act.


	Note: Section 1 of Public Act 05-289 (summarized on page 9) also amends §7-326 and affects the powers of special taxing districts created under the Connecticut General Statutes. 


	Effective:
	June 7, 2005 


	Public Act 05-135
(Bill No. 6809)
	AN ACT CONCERNING THE SERVICE OF CAPIAS AND WARRANTS BY STATE MARSHALS AND FEES AND EXPENSES RELATING TO THE EXECUTION OF TAX WARRANTS.


	Sec. 2 amends §12-162


	This legislation increases, from 10% to 15%, the portion of delinquent municipal taxes actually collected by a state marshal or a constable as a result of serving an alias tax warrant, that the state marshal or constable retains in addition to other allowable expenses.  
Additionally, the amendment to §12-162 increases the minimum fee for serving an alias tax warrant, from $20 to $30. 


	Note: Due to the fact that the increase in the percentage of municipal taxes actually collected and the increase in the minimum fee is applicable to the execution of tax alias tax warrants issued on or after July 2, 2003, state marshals or constables who executed warrants issued subsequent to that date may seek payment of additional moneys from municipalities. 


	Effective:
	June 24, 2005 and applicable to the execution of tax warrants issued on or after July 2, 2003


	Public Act 05-160

(Bill No. 6771)
	AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEFINITION OF AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS.


	Sec. 2 amends §22-4c


	This legislation allows the Department of Agriculture to provide an advisory opinion as to what constitutes agriculture or farming, pursuant to subsection (q) of §1-1, and regarding the classification of land as farm land or open space pursuant to §12-107b to §12-107f, inclusive.  The Department of Agriculture may provide such an advisory opinion at the request of a municipality, state agency, assessor or landowner.


	Effective:
	July 1, 2005


	Public Act 05-190

(Bill No. 1085)
	AN ACT CONCERNING BUFFERS TO INLAND WETLANDS AREAS AND CONCERNING APPLICATION OF THE CONVEYANCE TAX TO LAND CLASSIFIED AS FARM LAND, FOREST LAND OR OPEN SPACE LAND.


	Sec. 1 (NEW) 


	Pursuant to this legislation, if an inland wetland agency issues a permit requiring land to serve as a buffer, the assessment of that land must be determined as if it were wetlands, since the permit requirement essentially restricts the buffer land’s development.  


	Secs. 2, 3 and 5 amend §12-107a, subsection (b) of §12-107c and §12-107e, respectively


	The amendments to each of these sections make technical corrections only. 


	Sec. 4 amends subsection (g) of §12-107d


	This amendment requires a taxpayer seeking forest land classification to file an Application to the Assessor for Classification of Land as Forest Land (Form M-39) by October 1st.  In the year a revaluation is implemented, the application may be filed not later than ninety days after the October first assessment date, pursuant to subsection (f) of §12-107d, the provisions of which this act did not amend.


	Sec. 6 amends §12-504a


	This amendment requires the filing of a revised application for classification of land as farm, forest or open space land, whenever there is a change in the ownership of any such classified land.

Also, the amendment allows the imposition of an additional conveyance tax for a transfer of land classified as farm, forest or open space land.  The additional conveyance tax may be imposed for non-exempt transfers of classified farm land or forest land that occur within 10 years after the date the land was classified or the date the grantor in the transaction (i.e., the previous owner) acquired the land, whichever is earlier.  For classified open space land, the 10-year period begins with the date the grantor in the transaction classified the land.

With respect to a non-exempt transfer, the fair market value of the land established for the most recent revaluation and the rate for the year in which such transfer occurs (as set forth in §12-504a) determines the additional conveyance tax amount.


	Sec. 7 amends §12-504c


	This amendment adds “deeds to or from any limited liability company when the grantors or grantees are the same individuals as the principals or members of the limited liability company” to the types of transactions that are exempt from the additional conveyance tax under §12-504a.  Additionally, the amendment exempts a deed of foreclosure from the additional conveyance tax, as well as property that is transferred as a result of death when no consideration is received.

The amendment §12-504c also affects a deed’s covenant, which must prohibit a transfer of land for purposes inconsistent with its classification (in the same way that a sale or use change is prohibited).  The additional conveyance tax for a covenant violation is the rate “multiplied by the market value as determined by the assessor which would have been applicable at the date the deed containing the covenant was delivered.”

	Note:  The debate in the House of Representatives with respect to the amendments to §12-504a clarified that the classification period does not change for a transfer when the grantor and grantee in a transaction are the same parties, even when the transfer does not involve a limited liability company.  While a revised application is required whenever ownership changes, a new classification period for the classified land does not necessarily result. 


	Sec. 8 amends §12-504d


	Current law allows a taxpayer to appeal the imposition of an additional conveyance tax to a town’s board of assessment appeals.  The amendment to §12-504d extends the time frame for filing an appeal with said board, if the additional conveyance tax is imposed when the board of assessment appeals is not meeting in regular session (i.e., generally, during the months of March or April).  In such a case, a taxpayer may file an appeal with the board of assessment appeals at its next regularly scheduled meeting. 

An appellant dissatisfied with the decision a board of assessment appeals renders may appeal that decision to the superior court for the judicial district in which the town or city that imposes the additional conveyance tax is located.


	Note: The amendment in Section 8 of Public Act 05-190 contains a reference to a statute that has been repealed (i.e., §12-118), rather than to the statute that provides for an appeal procedure regarding a determination of a board of assessment appeals (i.e., §12-117a).  The intent of the legislation, however, is to allow a taxpayer to appeal a board of assessment appeals’ determination regarding an additional conveyance tax imposition to the appropriate superior court.   


	Sec. 9 amends §12-504e


	The amendment to §12-504e clarifies that the value used in calculating the additional conveyance tax when the use of classified farm, forest or open space land changes, is the fair market value of such land established for the most recent revaluation.  Also, this amendment provides that the date used for purposes of determining such tax is either the date on which the use of such property is changed, or the date on which the assessor becomes aware of such change in use.


	Sec. 10 amends §12-504h


	The amendment to §12-504h provides that the classification of land as farm, forest or open space land, pursuant to §12-107c, §12-107d or §12-107e, is “personal to the particular owner who requests and receives such classification and shall not run with the land.”  Also, the amendment provides that classification ceases upon a sale, transfer or change in use. 


	Note:  When there is an ownership change of classified farm, forest or open space land involving the same grantor(s) and grantee(s), the provision regarding the cessation of the classification does not apply.   Since the owner is the same prior to and after a sale or transfer involving the same person or entity, the beginning date of the property’s classification does not change.  This is consistent with this act’s legislative intent, as indicated in the debate in the House of Representatives.


	Sec. 11 amends §12-504f


	The amendment to §12-504f requires town clerks, upon the filing of a deed in the land records, to notify assessors of the sale of any classified farm, forest or open space land.  There is no similar notice requirement related to transfers of such land.
Upon receipt of a town clerk’s notice of such a sale, an assessor must inform the new owner of the tax benefits available for classified farm, forest or open space land, in accordance with the amended provisions of §12-504f. 


	Effective:
	Sections 1 and 11 are applicable July 1, 2005 and Sections 2 through 10, inclusive, are applicable to sales, transfers or changes in use of land classified as farm land, forest land or open space land that occur on or after July 1, 2005 


	Public Act 05-194
(Bill No. 6499)
	AN ACT CONCERNING CERTAIN PUBLIC INVESTMENT COMMUNITIES, DISTRESSED MUNICIPALITIES AND ENTERPRISE CORRIDOR ZONES.


	Sec. 2 amends §32-80


	The amendment to §32-80 allows the Department of Economic and Community Development to remove the designation of any area as an Enterprise Corridor Zone no earlier than 10 years after the date that the area no longer meets the designation criteria. 

As amended, §32-80 also allows the legislative bodies of two or more contiguous municipalities to designate such municipalities as Enterprise Corridor Zones with the approval of the Department of Economic and Community Development.  To be eligible for Enterprise Corridor Zone designation after July 1, 2005, each such municipality must:

1) be a Distressed Municipality, as defined in §32-9p;

2) be a Public Investment Community, as defined in §7-545;
3) have a population of not more than 40,000 persons;
4) have an average unemployment rate that exceeds the average unemployment rate of the state;  and
5) have an average per capita income that is less than the state’s average per capita income.
Additionally, at least one of the municipalities must be:

6) located along an interstate highway, limited access state highway, or intersecting interstate or limited access state highways; and
7) designated as a regional center on the State Plan of Conservation and Development's locational guide map.
Torrington and Winchester are the only municipalities that meet these eligibility criteria.


	Note: Enterprise Corridor Zone designation makes certain businesses located in the municipality eligible for the real and personal property tax exemptions that subdivisions (59), (60) and (70) of §12-81 provide.

Additionally, since subsection (e) of §32-80 specifies that businesses located within an Enterprise Corridor Zone are entitled to the same benefits available to businesses located in an Enterprise Zone, the seven-year deferred assessment provision under §32-71(a) is available to a non-manufacturing concern that improves its real property in an Enterprise Corridor Zone, as is any other property tax abatement or deferral a municipality with a designated Enterprise Zone provides under subsection (e) of §32-71.


	Effective:
	July 1, 2005 


	Public Act 05-218
(Bill No. 1116 )
	AN ACT AMENDING CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLE STATUTES.


	Sec. 42 amends subdivision (3) of subsection (a) of §14-1


	The amendment to §14-1(a)(3) redefines “antique, rare or special interest motor vehicle."  Under the new definition, such a vehicle is one that is 20 years of age or older, is being preserved because of historic interest and is not altered or modified from the original manufacturer's specifications.  Prior to the enactment of this amendment, an antique, rare or special interest motor vehicle had to be 25 years old, or older. 


	Note:  Section 14-20 allows the Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles to issue special number plates for antique, rare or special interest motor vehicles.  The issuance of such special number plates results in an assessment of $500 for the motor vehicle, pursuant to the provisions of §12-71(b). 


	Effective:
	July 1, 2005 


	Public Act 05-223

(Bill No. 6539)
	AN ACT CONCERNING IDENTIFICATION OF A LANDLORD.


	Sec. 1 (NEW)


	This legislation allows a municipality to require the nonresident owner or agent in charge of any rental property to maintain a current residential address on file in the assessor’s office (or in another municipal office designated by the municipality).  By not complying with this requirement in a municipality that imposes it, a person commits an infraction.

The legislation defines agent in charge as “…one who manages real estate, including, but not limited to, the collection of rents and supervision of property.”   For property owned by a corporation, partnership, trust or other legally recognized entity, the residential address of the agent in charge is required.  For property owned by an individual, the owner’s residential address is required.  In either instance, the residential address that is filed must include the following: full street number (unless there is no number), street name, name of city or town and state.  The address as filed cannot be a mailing address, such as a post office box.  Also, not later than 21 days after an address change, the owner or agent in charge must file the new residential address with the designated municipal office.  

Service of state or municipal orders relating to the maintenance of the rental property or ordering compliance with state law and local codes, directed to an owner or agent at the address on file in the municipality, are sufficient proof of the service of such orders in any subsequent criminal or civil action against the owner or agent for failure to comply.  This provision does not limit the validity of any other means of giving notice of such orders that the state or municipality may use.
A nonresident owner or agent in charge, who fails to file and maintain a current residential address in a municipality that institutes this requirement, may be subject to a civil penalty pursuant to Section 2 of this act.  The address to which the municipality’s tax collector mails property tax bills for the rental property is then used for service of state or municipal orders (i.e., the address to which property tax bill are sent is deemed the current residential address for the owner or agent in charge).


	Sec. 2 (NEW)


	This legislation allows a municipality instituting the requirement that a nonresident owner or agent in charge of rental property file and maintain a current residential address with a designated municipal official, to establish a civil penalty for a violation of the requirement.

The legislative body of the municipality must adopt an ordinance regarding this penalty, which cannot be more than $250 for the first violation and not more than $1,000 for any subsequent violation. The owner or agent in charge may file a superior court appeal regarding the imposition of this civil penalty, not later than 30 days after the date the municipality mails a penalty notice.


	Effective:
	Section 1 is effective October 1, 2005 and Section 2 is effective July 6, 2005


	Public Act 05-228
(Bill No. 410)
	AN ACT CONCERNING FARM LAND PRESERVATION, LAND PROTECTION, AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION.


	Sec. 5 amends §7-34a


	This legislation adds a new subsection (e) to §7-34a, pursuant to which a $30 fee is applicable, commencing October 1, 2005, for recording each document in the land records.  Towns clerks retain $1 of the new fee and municipalities retain $3 (which they must use for local capital improvement projects, as defined in §7-536).  Town clerks must remit the remaining $26 of the fee to the State Treasurer.  These remittances begin November 15, 2005, and occur on the fifteenth day of each month for fees collected in the previous month.  The state must use such revenue for land protection, affordable housing and historic preservation purposes.  

The new $30 fee is not applicable to any document that an employee of the state or of a municipality records on the land records in conjunction with the employee's official duties.  For the purposes of this legislation, a municipality includes each town, consolidated town and city, city, consolidated town and borough, borough, district (as defined in Chapters 105 or 105a of the Connecticut General Statutes), as well as all other municipal boards, commissions and taxing districts.


	Sec. 8 amends subsection (c) of §12-91


	The amendment to §12-91(c) affects the exemption from a property’s assessment that is available for certain farm buildings, upon adoption of an ordinance by a town’s legislative body.  The amendment clarifies that towns establish the amount of this exemption and provides that the amount established cannot exceed $100,000 per eligible building.  (The amount a town sets as an assessment reduction due to this exemption may be less than $100,000 per building.)  Also, pursuant to the amendment to §12-91(c), a building used to provide housing for a farmer’s seasonal employees is eligible for this local-option exemption.


	Effective:
	October 1, 2005, pursuant to the provisions of Section 113 of Public Act 05-3 of the June 2005 Special Session, which changed the effective date of Public Act 05-228


	Public Act 05-247

(Bill No. 1303)
	AN ACT CONCERNING THE LIS PENDENS STATUTE, THE VALIDATION OF CERTAIN CONVEYANCES, NOMINATIONS AND GRANTS PURSUANT TO THE SMALL TOWN ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, EXTENSIONS OF FILING DEADLINES FOR CERTAIN TAX EXEMPTIONS AND FOR LICENSURE IN SWIMMING POOL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR, EXEMPTION FROM DECK WIDTH REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN SWIMMING POOLS, AND AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER OF THE GROVE BEACH POINT ASSOCIATION.


	Sec. 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14, 28 and 29 (NEW)


	Various sections of Public Act 05-247 allow an extension of the application period, until August 8, 2005, for Distressed Municipality exemptions and Manufacturing Machinery and Equipment exemptions in certain municipalities and for certain grand lists.  Each of these sections requires an exemption applicant to pay the fee that §12-81k specifies. 
Each of these sections of Public Act 05-247 authorizes state reimbursement to municipalities with respect to property tax losses due to exemptions assessors grant as a result of receiving applications on or before the extended filing deadline.  Upon granting such an exemption, the assessor of an affected municipality may file a claim for reimbursement.  Reimbursements are included in the next certification of payment for the appropriate program after the Office of Policy and Management’s review and approval of such claims. 
The following chart lists, by section of the act, the municipalities in which filing extensions are allowed, the grand list year(s) covered and the applicable exemption statutes. 


	Section
	Municipality 
	Grant List 


	Exemption Statute

	5
	Milford
	2004
	§12-81(72)



	6
	Bloomfield
	2004
	§12-81(72)


	11
	East Hartford 
	2001 and 2002
	§12-81(72)


	12
	Norwalk
	2002, 2003 and 2004


	§12-81(59)


	13
	Norwalk
	2002, 2003 and 2004


	§12-81(60)


	14
	Branford
	2004
	§12-81(72)


	28
	Hartford
	2003
	§12-81(59)


	29
	Hartford
	2003
	§12-81(60)


	Note: This chart does not reflect Sections 3 and 4 of Public Act 05-247, since Sections 12 and 13 of the act reiterate and expand upon the provisions in said sections.


	Effective:
	July 8, 2005 

	Public Act 05-251
(Bill No. 6940)
	AN ACT CONCERNING THE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2007, DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2005, AND CERTAIN TAXES AND OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO REVENUE.


	Sec. 52 (NEW) 


	This legislation provides a Payment-In-Lieu of Tax (PILOT) to Newington and West Haven, for the campuses of the Connecticut Healthcare Systems, one year earlier than current law allows. 
The PILOT to Newington and West Haven for the October 1, 2003 Grand List, payment for which is certified in September of 2005, is computed at 10% of the PILOT percentage that  subsection (b) of §12-20a specifies.


	Effective:
	July 1, 2005


	Public Act 05-287
(Bill No. 96)
	AN ACT CONCERNING GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION.


	Sec. 13 amends §12-94a


	The amendment to §12-94a requires the Office of Policy and Management to certify municipal reimbursements for property tax exemptions granted to totally disabled persons, under §12-81(55), on or before December 15th (rather than December 1st).  


	Sec. 14 amends §32-9s


	The amendment to §32-9s requires the Office of Policy and Management to certify municipal reimbursements for property tax exemptions granted under subdivisions (59), (60) and (70) of §12-81 on or before December 15th (rather than December 1st). These reimbursements are for real and personal property tax losses due to exemptions provided to certain manufacturing and service facilities and for machinery and equipment acquired as part of a technological upgrade of a manufacturing process.


	Sec. 15 amends subsection (g) of §12-170aa


	The amendment to §12-170aa(g) requires the Office of Policy and Management to certify municipal reimbursements under the Circuit Breaker Program, for property tax credits granted to elderly and totally disabled homeowners, on or before December 15th (rather than December 1st). 


	Sec. 16 amends subsection (i) of §12-170aa


	The amendment to §12-170aa(i) requires the Office of Policy and Management to certify municipal reimbursements under the Circuit Breaker Program, for the amount of assumed property tax credits granted to elderly and totally disabled residents of cooperative housing, on or before September 15th (rather than September 1st). 


	Sec. 17 amends §12-129d


	The amendment to §12-129d requires the Office of Policy and Management to certify municipal reimbursements under the Elderly Tax Freeze Program on or before September 1st (rather than August 15th). 

	Sec. 18 amends §12-20b


	The amendment to §12-20b requires the Office of Policy and Management to certify the PILOT for Private Colleges and General and Free Standing Chronic Disease Hospitals on or before September 15th (rather than September 1st).  


	Sec. 20 amends §12-19c


	The amendment to §12-19c requires the Office of Policy and Management to certify the State-owned Real Property PILOT on or before September 15th (rather than September 1st).  


	Note: Although the provisions of Sections 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 20 of Public Act 05-287 extend the deadlines by which the Office of Policy and Management must certify various municipal payments, these sections do not alter the dates by which municipalities receive these payments. 


	Effective:
	July 13, 2005


	Public Act 05-289
(Bill No. 6205)
	AN ACT CONCERNING TAXING DISTRICTS TO PAY FOR SOUND BARRIERS AND ESTABLISHING SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICTS WITHIN THE CITY OF BRIDGEPORT AND THE TOWN OF EAST LYME.


	Sec. 1 amends §7-326


	This legislation allows any special taxing district created and operating under the Connecticut General Statutes to install highway sound barriers.  


	Note: This legislation does not affect a special taxing district created by and operating under a special act.


	Sec. 2 (NEW)


	This legislation allows for the creation of a special taxing district in the city of Bridgeport, sets forth the method of its creation and specifies its powers. 


	Sec. 3 (NEW)


	This legislation allows for the creation of a special taxing district in the town of East Lyme, sets forth the method of its creation and specifies its powers.  


	Note: The assessors of Bridgeport and East Lyme must, following the creation of the special taxing districts that Sections 2 and 3 of Public Act 05-289 authorize, comply with the provisions of §7-328 in terms of separating the property in these districts from other property in these towns and providing annual grand lists to the clerks of these districts.


	Effective:
	Section 1 is effective October 1, 2005 and Sections 2 and 3 are effective July 1, 2005


	Special Act 05-9
(Bill No. 5785)
	AN ACT CONCERNING THE POWERS OF THE ZONING COMMISSION OF THE NOANK FIRE DISTRICT AND VOTING AT MEETINGS OF THE FALL MOUNTAIN LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION.


	Sec. 2 amends Section 8 of Number 555 of the Special Acts of 1953, as amended by Special Act 73-120


	This legislation affects the Fall Mountain Lake Property Owners Association -- a special taxing district located in the town of Plymouth created by and operating under a special act.

This legislation removes the $75 limit on the annual tax that the association’s board of directors can recommend.  It also clarifies that on any issue related to the association’s budget, there is one vote for each lot located in the district.


	Effective:
	July 8, 2005


	Special Act 05-14
(Bill No. 1331)
	AN ACT ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL TAXING DISTRICT WITHIN THE TOWN OF REDDING.


	Secs. 1 through 7, inclusive (NEW)


	This legislation allows for the creation of a special taxing district in the town of Redding, sets forth the method of its creation and specifies its powers.


	Effective:
	July 1, 2005


	Note: The assessor of Redding must, following the creation of the special taxing district that Special Act 05-14 authorizes, comply with the provisions of §7-328 in terms of separating the property in the district from other property in the town and providing an annual grand list to the clerk of this district.


	Public Act 05-1
(Bill No. 7501)
	AN ACT CONCERNING ENERGY INDEPENDENCE.


	Sec. 37 amends subdivision (51) of §12-81


	This legislation affects the property tax exemption allowed for any structure or equipment the primary purpose of which, certified as approved by the Department of Environmental Protection, is to reduce, control or eliminate water pollution by treating industrial waste before its discharge into a body of water or a sewerage system that empties into such a body of water.
The amendment to subsection (a) of §12-81(51) adds the provision that property acquired by lease is eligible for this exemption.  The amendment to subsection (b) of §12-81(51) provides that assessors prescribe the form and manner by which an owner or lessee of property applies for this exemption.  This legislation also adds a new subsection (c) to §12-81(51), the provisions of which require the filing of a revised application following a change in the name of the owner or lessee of any property exempt under this subdivision.  For revised applications only, there is no requirement that an owner or lessee obtain new evidence of the Department of Environmental Protection’s certification of approval concerning the property’s primary use for water pollution control purposes. 

A revised application must be filed on or before the first day of November immediately following the assessment year during which an owner’s or lessee’s name changes.  There is an exception to this filing deadline for name changes that occurred in assessment years commencing on or before October 1, 2004, as long as two conditions are satisfied.  The first is that there has been no alteration of the structure or equipment.  The second is that the exemption under §12-81(51) continued to be granted for each assessment year following the change (i.e., the exemption must be reflected on the grand list used for purposes of municipal property tax collection in each year following the name change).  If both these conditions are satisfied, a revised application filed by November 1, 2005 is acceptable.

With respect to property that was altered in any manner, or that did not receive the benefit of the exemption under §12-81(51) on each grand list following the name change, a new exemption application is required.  The owner or lessee must provide the assessor with evidence of the Department of Environmental Protection’s certification of approval regarding the water pollution structure or equipment, when filing a new application. 


	Sec. 38 amends subdivision (52) of §12-81


	This legislation affects the property tax exemption allowed for any structure or equipment the primary purpose of which, certified as approved by the Department of Environmental Protection, is to reduce, control or eliminate air pollution.
The amendment to subsection (b) of §12-81(52) provides that assessors prescribe the form and manner by which an owner or lessee of property applies for this exemption.  Also, this legislation adds a new subsection (c) to §12-81(52), the provisions of which require the filing of a revised application following a change in the name of the owner or lessee of any property exempt under this subdivision.  For revised applications only, there is no requirement that an owner or lessee obtain new evidence of the Department of Environmental Protection’s certification of approval concerning the property’s primary use for air pollution control purposes. 

A revised application must be filed on or before the first day of November immediately following the assessment year during which an owner’s or lessee’s name changes.  There is an exception to this filing deadline for name changes that occurred in assessment years commencing on or before October 1, 2004, as long as two conditions are satisfied.  The first is that there has been no alteration of the structure or equipment.  The second is that the exemption under §12-81(52) continued to be granted for each assessment year following the change (i.e., the exemption must be reflected on the grand list used for purposes of municipal property tax collection in each year following the name change).  If both these conditions are satisfied, a revised application filed by November 1, 2005 is acceptable.

With respect to property that was altered in any manner, or that did not receive the benefit of the exemption under §12-81(52) on each grand list following the name change, a new exemption application is required.  The owner or lessee must provide the assessor with evidence of the Department of Environmental Protection’s certification of approval regarding the air pollution control structure or equipment, when filing a new application. 


	Note: The Department of Revenue Services’ website (www.ct.gov.drs) contains a list of water and air pollution control equipment that the Department of Environmental Protection has approved for purposes of the property tax exemptions under §12-81(51) and (52), as well as for sales tax exemption purposes.  

There are two certification forms available on the website: Certificate for Purchases of Tangible Personal Property Incorporated into or Consumed in Air Pollution Control Facilities (CERT-117) and Certificate for Purchases of Tangible Personal Property Incorporated Into or Consumed in Water Pollution Control Facilities (CERT-124). These forms, together with information concerning both state and local tax provisions, are accessible by entering air pollution control equipment or water pollution control equipment in the site search block on the Department of Revenue Services’ website.

According to the website, a Certificate for Purchases of Tangible Personal Property Incorporated into or Consumed in Air Pollution Control Facilities (CERT-117) “…serves as the certification of approval by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection as required by Conn. Gen. Stat. §12-81(52) that such equipment has the primary purpose of reducing, controlling or eliminating air pollution.”  The website also states that persons “…using CERT-124 to receive a municipal property tax exemption for purchases of certain water pollution control equipment must provide the item number and description listed in this publication to the assessor of the municipality in which the water pollution control equipment or structure is located.  This information must be included on the Declaration of Personal Property to qualify the item for exemption from municipal property tax.”
For an assessment year commencing on or before October 1, 2004, a properly completed CERT-117 or CERT-124 was sufficient proof of exemption eligibility for any of the items listed on the website.  A separate certification of approval concerning a property’s primary use for pollution control purposes, issued by the Department of Environmental Protection, was required for any equipment not included in one of the lists on this website.
The Department of Environmental Protection’s approved pollution control equipment lists remain available on the Department of Revenue Services’ website, as do the above-mentioned certificates.  However, owners or lessees of air or water pollution control equipment and structures who initially claim a property tax exemption for an assessment year commencing on or after October 1, 2005, must file an application with the assessor of the town in which the property is located in the form and manner the assessor prescribes. 


	Effective:
	July 21, 2005


	Public Act 05-3
(Bill No. 7502)
	AN ACT CONCERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF VARIOUS BUDGETARY PROVISIONS.


	Sec. 9 (NEW)


	This legislation allows a municipality to adopt an ordinance providing that no interest is charged or collected for a one-year period, on any property tax payable for real property assessed on the 2003 Grand List, by the spouse of a person called into active service for military operations in Iraq who is serving in the Middle East on the final due date for payment of that grand list’s property taxes. 

This provision is applicable to real property owned by the spouse of a member of the United States Armed Forces or of any state or reserve component of such armed forces, provided the spouse is domiciled with the service member.   


	Sec. 32 amends §12-20b 


	This legislation affects payments under the PILOT for Private Colleges and General or Free Standing Chronic Disease Hospitals.

The amendment adds a new subsection (c) to §12-20b, the provisions of which require an annual state payment to New London for the United States Coast Guard Academy, in the amount of $500,000, beginning in September 2005.

There is no requirement for the assessor of New London to include information concerning the United States Coast Guard Academy in the Report of Assessed Value of Real Property of Private Colleges and General or Free Standing Chronic Disease Hospitals (Form M-37 C&H), since the amended statute specifies the annual payment amount.


	Effective:
	July 5, 2005








