NEW 2006 STATE MANDATES

SA 06-4  (SSB 20)   
 An Act Concerning Certain Provisions Of Special 

 Act 01-1.



Mandate Description
This bill removes the Waterbury Financial Assistance Board’s authority as the final arbitrator over labor contracts and places Waterbury municipal unions under the arbitration process established under the Municipal Employee Relations Act.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Labor and Public Employees – Committee of Cognizance





Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

This bill could result in higher personnel costs for the city and was classified as a state mandate by OFA. 

SA 06-6  (SHB 5470)   
An Act Establishing A Drinking Water Quality Management Plan For The Town Of Groton, Establishing The Litchfield Hills Regional Water Authority And Concerning Examination Of Bore Holes Used For The Development Of Geothermal Heat Pumps.


Mandate Description
This bill requires the City of Groton to develop a drinking water quality management plan for the preservation of Groton’s drinking water and the Thames River Regional pipeline.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Public Health – Committee of Cognizance



Appropriations





Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

This bill will likely result in a cost for the city. 

PA 06-63 (SSB 373)   
An Act Concerning Healthy Food And Beverages In Schools.



Mandate Description
This bill requires schools, in a manner provided by this section, to sell only healthy beverages that include milk, non-dairy milk, 100% fruit juice and water (Schools will lose revenue from sales of other types of beverages, but this revenue loss could potentially be short-term if there is a behavior adjustment among students).



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Education - Committee of Cognizance




Finance, Revenue and Bonding



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

This bill may result in a net revenue loss to local and regional school districts due to decreased revenue from the sale of certain beverages and food items coupled with a potential revenue gain of ten cents per meal in school funding from the state.

PA 06-80 (SHB 5290)   
An Act Concerning Notice Requirements For Land Use Applications.



Mandate Description
This bill requires planning and zoning commissions to establish and maintain a registry through which they must notify residents, by mail, about changes to land use regulations and plans the commission proposes.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Planning and Development - Committee of Cognizance




Appropriations



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

This bill is a state mandate and it is anticipated that its requirement would increase costs to various municipalities, the exact impact of which would vary from town to town.

PA 06-83 (SB 702)    
 An Act Concerning Jobs For The Twenty-First Century.



Mandate Description
This bill eliminates the tax on manufacturing machinery and equipment (MM&E). The State will hold the municipalities harmless until 2013; at that point, the payments become fixed. If any new manufacturing machinery and equipment enter on the town rolls, those municipalities will not be reimbursed for the lost taxes. In addition, the act requires towns to certify to the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management the amount of property tax due on MM&E no longer eligible for the 80% PILOT payment under the five-year exemption program, in a manner prescribed by this section.                      


Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Emergency Certification


Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA believes that there is no municipal fiscal impact, but ACIR believes there is a potential future negative fiscal impact. 

PA 06-115 (SHB 5563)     
An Act Concerning Bullying Policies In Schools And Notices Sent To Parents Or Legal Guardians.



Mandate Description
This bill requires local and regional boards of education to notify students annually on the process for reporting bullying and also requires that all school notices be provided to the parent or legal guardian with whom a student does not primarily reside, in addition to the parent or legal guardian with whom the student primarily lives. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Education - Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA called this bill a state mandate which will result in a minimal cost to the local and regional school districts.

PA 06-123  (SB 16)     
An Act Protecting Municipal Retiree Health Insurance Benefits.



Mandate Description
This bill prohibits municipalities from diminishing or eliminating benefits to retirees.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Labor and Public Employees – Committee of Cognizance




Planning and Development



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA called this bill a state mandate and said that it may prevent municipalities from achieving indeterminate savings in retiree health insurance costs by reducing benefit levels. 

PA 06-153 (SSB 169)   
An Act Concerning Disabled Veterans’ Property Tax Exemption, The Definition Of Veteran And The Reporting Of Veteran’s Benefits.



Mandate Description
This bill removes disability payments as a qualifying income and changes the definition of armed forces to include more eligible veterans which could increase the number of those getting tax exemptions. Also, the bill requires any municipality that provides benefits to veterans to submit a report of such benefits to the Commissioner of Veterans’ Affairs, in a manner provided by this section.


Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Veteran’s Affairs – Committee of Cognizance




Planning and Development



Finance, Revenue and Bonding


Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

It is anticipated that to fully implement the provisions of this bill would result in significant additional costs. 

PA 06-158 (SSB 636)        An Act Concerning Authorization Of State Grant Commitments For School Building Projects And Other School Construction Provisions.



Mandate Description
This bill, on construction projects with costs greater than ten million dollars, stipulates that they will only be eligible for fifty percent grant assistance on any change orders exceeding five percent of total project cost. In addition, no such project shall be eligible for reimbursement unless it appears on the Commissioner’s list of eligible projects. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill
Education – Committee of Cognizance

Finance, Revenue and Bonding


Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA believes this bill will result in a possible significant revenue loss to municipalities. 
MINIMAL MANDATES

PA 06-70 (SHB 5750)   
An Act Concerning The Appointment Of Special Conservation Officers.



Mandate Description
This bill allows the Commissioner of DEP to appoint any lake patrolman as a special conservation officer solely for the purpose of enforcing boating laws within such patrolman’s jurisdiction.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Environment - Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA did not see any fiscal impact on municipalities. However, ACIR believes that this bill will result in a potential workload and cost increase for municipalities due to increase in lake patrolmen’s reponsibilities.

PA 06-72 (SSB 72)    
An Act Concerning The Use Of Emergency Personnel Bicycles With Audible Warning Devices.

         



Mandate Description
This bill requires firefighters and emergency medical personnel responding to emergency calls, engaging in rescue operations, or pursuing criminals, to wear a distinct uniform, use an audible signal, and receive training in a basic bicycle patrol course. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Public Safety and Security – Committee of Cognizance


Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

To the extent that municipalities employing such emergency personnel participate in training, the cost ranges from $195-$325 per individual.

PA 06-81 (SHB 5440)     
An Act Concerning The Presence Of Volatile Organic Compounds And Notice Of Polluting Events.



Mandate Description
This bill requires the director of public health to take all reasonable steps to verify that the property owner properly forwarded a notification of a leaked contaminate to the Commissioner of Environmental Protection, in a manner provided by this section. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Environment - Committee of Cognizance




General Law




Public Health



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA did not see any fiscal impact on municipalities. However, ACIR believes that this bill will result in a minimal workload increase and cost.

PA 06-99 (SHB 5787)     
An Act Concerning Notification Of The Issuance Of Rearrest Warrants.



Mandate Description
This bill requires that the local law enforcement agency, in a manner prescribed by this section, must enter a notation in the rearrest warrant network of the actions taken to execute a warrant and apprehend the accused person. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Judiciary - Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA did not see any fiscal impact on municipalities. However, ACIR believes that this bill will result in a minimal workload increase and cost.

PA 06-101  (SHB 5438)      An Act Concerning Enterprise Zone Reporting.



Mandate Description
This bill requires municipalities with local enterprise zones to file a report with the Department of Economic and Community Development every five years evaluating the progress of the municipality in meeting the performance standards.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Commerce – Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

There is a potential minimal cost to those municipalities with enterprise zones. 

PA 06-112 (HB 5211)     
An Act Concerning Underage Drinking.



Mandate Description
This bill makes it illegal for anyone who controls private property to permit, or fail to stop, minors from possessing alcohol and it also makes it illegal for a minor to possess alcohol anywhere, rather than only in public places. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Judiciary - Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA sees a potential cost impact on municipalities. ACIR believes that this bill will result in a minimal workload increase as well.

PA 06-148 (SSB 668)   An Act Concerning Property Revaluations.



Mandate Description
This bill requires the chief executive officer of any municipality whose legislative body voted to phase-in real property assessment increases to notify the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management, in writing, of such decision.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Finance, Revenue and Bonding - Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA did not see any fiscal impact on municipalities. However, ACIR believes that this bill will result in a minimal workload increase and cost.

PA 06-163 (SSB 700) 
An Act Concerning Land Record Fees Paid By A Municipality, The Property Description Of A District In Redding And The Filing Deadline For Certain Tax Exemptions.



Mandate Description
Section 7-34a exempts municipalities from the land record fees associated with this section. This bill expands the definition of municipality to include any municipal corporation or department thereof created by a special act of the General Assembly. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Finance, Revenue and Bonding - Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

The bill is anticipated to result in a revenue loss for various municipalities.

PA 06-167 (SHB 5513)   
An Act Concerning Parental Involvement Reporting In School Profiles.



Mandate Description
This bill requires school superintendents to include information about parental involvement and what, if any, measures have been taken to improve that involvement, in a manner specified by this section

.


Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Education - Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA did not see any fiscal impact on municipalities. However, ACIR believes that this bill will result in a minimal workload increase and cost.

PA 06-173 (SHB 5839)   
An Act Concerning Blood Or Breath Test Of Surviving Operators Involved In Motor Vehicle Accidents And Prohibiting Persons Facilitating Illegal Street Racing.



Mandate Description
This bill requires police officers to obtain a blood or breath sample from any surviving operator involved in a motor vehicle accident if such operator is charged with a motor vehicle violation and such officer has a reasonable suspicion that the operator had operated the vehicle under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Also, the bill makes it illegal for anyone to possess a motor vehicle with the intent to race it on a public highway, act as a starter, timekeeper, judge or spectator or place a wager on such race.

.


Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Judiciary - Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA believes that this act could result in a workload increase for police agencies, but did not see any fiscal impact on municipalities. However, ACIR believes that this bill will result in a minimal cost.

PA 06-187 (HB 5846)     
An Act Concerning General Budget And Revenue Implementation Provisions.



Mandate Description
This bill requires municipalities to comply with requests from the Office of the Ombudsman for Property Rights for information and assistance and to participate in mediation when requested to do so. In addition, municipalities seeking to acquire property by eminent domain must make every effort to negotiate with the property owner to buy the property before starting the eminent domain process. Also, in a manner prescribed by this section, the municipality must inform the property owner about the Office of Ombudsman for Property Rights and the services they provide and give them a written statement explaining that oral presentations made during presentations are not binding on the municipality.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Emergency Certification



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

This portion of the bill was not addressed by OFA. ACIR believes that this bill will result in a workload and expenditure increase for municipalities. 

PA 06-195 (SSB 317)   
An Act Concerning Revisions To Department Of Public Health Statutes.



Mandate Description
This bill requires that the local fire marshal certify every building or structure and ensure there is a certificate on-site before any youth camp may operate (This act codifies a current practice). Also, all public golf courses with at least nine holes and at least 2,750 yards must provide and maintain at least one automatic external defibrillator at a central location on the premises.
.


Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Public Health - Committee of Cognizance




Insurance and Real Estate




Judiciary



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA believes that this act could result in a potential minimal cost.

MANDATES NOT SPECIFICALLY DIRECTED AT MUNICIPALITIES

PA 06-38 (SB 422)        
An Act Concerning Health Insurance Coverage For Breast Cancer Screening. 



Mandate Description
The bill requires group health insurance policies to include mandatory coverage for breast cancer screening. 


Committee(s) Reviewing Bill
Insurance and Real Estate – Committee of Cognizance


Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

The bill’s impact on municipal health insurance costs will vary based on existing municipal coverage. 

PA 06-39 (SB 425)   
An Act Ensuring Payment For Health Care Services Rendered To Connecticut Residents With An Elevated Blood Alcohol Content. 



Mandate Description
The bill requires group health insurance policies to include mandatory coverage for people with elevated blood alcohol content. 


Committee(s) Reviewing Bill
Insurance and Real Estate – Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

The bill’s impact on municipal health insurance costs will vary based on existing municipal coverage. 

PA 06-76 (SSB 285)   
An Act Concerning Personal Watercraft And Children, Revisions To Environmental Protection Statutes, Lake Patrolmen And The Appointment Of Special Conservation Officers.



Mandate Description
This bill requires municipalities with solid waste sites to submit a closure plan to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and provide public notice of such proposed plan, in a manner provided by this section. The bill also requires such municipality to obtain a permit before making any changes to the facility.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Environment - Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

OFA did not see any fiscal impact on municipalities. However, ACIR believes that this bill will result in a cost for municipalities due to the submitting of plans to DEP.

PA 06-84 (SSB 25)    
 An Act Concerning Social Security Offsets Under The Workers’ Compensation Act.



Mandate Description
This bill eliminates the social security offset for individuals receiving workers’ compensation benefits.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Labor and Public Employees – Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

This bill is a state mandate and will increase workers’ compensation costs to municipalities. 

PA 06-98 (HB 5720)   
An Act Concerning The Regulation Of Distribution Water Main Installations And Wells On Residential Property. 



Mandate Description
The bill requires each water company to report annually to the Department of Public Health on the number and location of all new distribution water main installations, in a manner specified by this section. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill
Public Health – Committee of Cognizance
Planning and Development

Energy and Technology



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

This portion of the bill was not addressed by OFA. ACIR believes that this bill will result in a minimal cost for municipalities. 

PA 06-171 (SHB 5647)     
An Act Concerning Certain Eligibility Requirements For Unemployment Compensation Claimants With A Disability.



Mandate Description

The bill exempts unemployed persons who have a disability from the unemployment compensation (UC) requirement of looking for full-time work and allows them eligibility upon meeting certain other requirements, in a manner provided by this section. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Labor and Public Employees – Committee of Cognizance


Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

The bill is a state mandate and will result in minimal costs to municipalities. 

PA 06-180 (SHB 5372)     An Act Concerning Access To Imaging Services.


Mandate Description

The bill limits the total amount of copayments that can be imposed on a person for all MRIs, CAT scans, and PET scans services performed in-network to $750 in any policy year. 



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Insurance and Real Estate – Committee of Cognizance



Summary of OFA Municipal Fiscal Impact Statement (as 




relates to the mandate portion of the bill.)

To the extent that the total copayment limit under the bill impacts a municipality’s employee health insurance plan, there would be increased costs to the plan that cannot be determined. 
NEW 2006 STATE MANDATE REDUCTIONS

PA 06-8 (SSB 384)        
An Act Concerning Testing Start Times.



Mandate Reduction Description
The bill eliminates the prohibition against administering any state mastery tests before 9 A. M.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Education – Committee of Cognizance
PA 06-111 (SHB 5084)    
An Act Concerning The Filing, Storage And Disposition Of The Fingerprints And Photographs Of Arrested Persons.



Mandate Reduction Description
The bill eliminates the requirement for law enforcement officials to include a photograph of persons arrested for a crime of moral turpitude on the standard identification card that must be submitted to the State Police Bureau of Investigation.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Public Safety and Security – Committee of Cognizance

PA 06-130 (SSB 328)      
An Act Concerning The Department Of Motor Vehicles.



Mandate Reduction Description
This bill removes the prohibition for operators of mini-motorcycles from driving on public property which eases the workload of police departments.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Transportation – Committee of Cognizance

PA 06-148 (SSB 668)      
An Act Concerning Property Revaluations.



Mandate Reduction Description
This bill allows assessors to perform inspections over time instead of all in one year, a greater ability to use in-house staff to complete inspections and implement a questionnaire process that results in a reduction in the number of parcels that are required to be physically inspected.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill



Finance, Revenue and Bonding – Committee of Cognizance

PA 06-158 (SSB 636)   

An Act Concerning Authorization Of State Grant Commitments For School Building Projects And Other School Construction Provisions.



Mandate Reduction Description
The bill changes the requirement in Sec. 10-220 of the Connecticut General Statutes concerning the report on the condition of education facilities from annual to biennial.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill
Education– Committee of Cognizance

Finance, Revenue And Bonding

PA 06-192 (SHB 5758)   

An Act Concerning Minor Revisions To The Education Statutes.



Mandate Reduction Description
The bill permits qualified graduates of a national corps of teachers’ training program to be employed in the public schools of Bridgeport, Hartford and New Haven.



Committee(s) Reviewing Bill
Education– Committee of Cognizance
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