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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

OFFICE OF PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
PROTECTION  AND  ADVOCACY  FOR  INDIVIDUALS  WITH  MENTAL  ILLNESS

Authorized by Federal Law (42 U.S.C.A. 10801-10826) to protect and advocate for the rights of individuals with mental illness

PAIMI Advisory Council Annual Meeting Minutes

The PAIMI Advisory Council met for its bi-monthly meeting at 4:15 pm on April 7, 2015 at the Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities.

Present:
Kathy Flaherty, Daniela Giordano, Jill Hall, Kirk Lowry, Tom Behrendt, Deron


Drumm, and Jerilyn Newson

Guests: 
Jennifer Henry

Excused 
 

Absence:
Marisa Walls

Staff: 
Craig Henrici, Executive Director, Gretchen Knauff, Assistant Director, Nancy 
Alisberg, Managing Attorney, Bruce Garrison, PAIMI Assistant Program Director, Cheri Bragg-Acker, PAIMI Advocate, Jessica Rival, PAIMI Advocate

CALL TO ORDER

The PAIMI Advisory Council Meeting was called to order at 4:19pm by Jerilyn Newson.  

OLD BUSINESS

The minutes from the last meeting were reviewed and corrected to include the correct date.  Mr. Kirk Lowry voiced his concerns about seconding a motion in the last meeting that had a direct effect on his membership to the PAC.  The PAC noted his concern, and determined that the motion and the vote were still valid.  Ms. Jill Hall motioned to accept the minutes with this notation.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Deron Drumm.  The minutes were accepted as amended by the Council.

Ms. Cheri Bragg-Acker was introduced to the PAC by Mr. Craig Henrici, and welcomed to the position by the membership.
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The meeting chairperson and the membership agreed to table discussions about a consent agenda, the policy position paper status, and an NDRN training update, as noted on the agenda, until the next meeting.  

The PAC reviewed updated information about the PAIMI by-laws.  It was noted by the Managing Attorney that the PAC cannot amend membership terms in the by-laws as the regulations require 4 year terms, followed by a mandatory 2 years off.  The PAC noted that this is an issue that they would like technical assistance on.  Nancy stated that she would follow-up with NDRN about securing training and report back to the PAC.  The PAC membership discussed the current issue of being out of compliance with the regulations, and noted that effective last month, several individuals; Mr. Kirk Lowry, Ms. Jerilyn Newsom, Mr. Tom Berhendt, and Ms. Marisa Walls, are no longer official PAC members.  The current membership also noted that Ms. Jennifer Henry would not be

eligible for re-appointment to the PAC until 2 years had passed from the conclusion of her former term.  The PAC discussed its needs for recruitment of new members and the strategy of mining currently available resources for new members.  The recruitment for additional PAC members has been delegated and accepted by the present PAC members Mr. Deron Drumm, Ms. Kathy Flaherty, Ms. Daniella Giordano, Ms. Jill Hall, and former PAC member Mr. Tom Berhendt.  The PAC discussed the necessary make-up of the PAC and Ms. Gretchen Knauff agreed to research the recruitment needs and report to the PAC.

NEW BUSINESS

Executive Director’s Report

Mr. Craig Henrici noted that the legislature opposed House Bill 5444.  He also reports that Senate Bill 1060, limiting the use of restraint and seclusion in public schools, has died in the Education Committee.  Senate Bill 927 was noted as passing the Committee on Children and is still alive at this time.  Mr. Henrici reviewed the current state budgetary concerns, and noted that current rescissions effected the agency in the amount of approximately $40,000 this year.

Managing Attorney’s Report

Ms. Nancy Alisberg reported that P&A continues to monitor OPA vs. CT.  The first quarterly report was filed, a little late, following concerns regarding the identification of class members, who cannot have a primary diagnosis of dementia.  Also of noted concern was the role of conservators refusing clients to be considered for community placements.  It is planned that conservators will be contacted regarding this issue.

Ms. Alisberg informed the PAC that P&A is looking at ways to address restraint and seclusion issues in public schools.  Ms. Gretchen Knauff, and Ms. Alisberg met with the Office of the Child Advocate (OCA), and are looking to partner on litigation.  Ms. Alisberg reported that Mr. Bob Fleishner will be meeting with them as well regarding strategies for litigation and possible legal support.  

Ms. Alisberg also reported on the “Francis Anderson Bill” that gives courts authority to move individuals from Whiting to DOC custody, is in limbo and waiting for a decision to be made in the case.

Assistant Program Director’s Report

Mr. Bruce Garrison provided the PAC with a written report.

Other New Business 

Ms. Kathy Flaherty reviewed with the Council the written materials she submitted for review including, her Op-Ed article to the Hartford Courant, an information sheet about Involuntary Outpatient Commitment, and an informational piece of the Five Issues of Concern with Federal Mental Health Legislation.

Ms. Jill Hall suggested that due to the recent loss of several PAC members, including the Chairpersons, a new Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson should be elected.  Mr. Deron Drumm nominated Ms. Jill Hall for Chairperson.  Ms. Kathy Flaherty seconded the motion.  The PAC unanimously approved.  Ms. Jill Hall nominated Mr. Deron Drumm for the position of Vice-Chair.  Ms. Kathy Flaherty seconded the motion.  The PAC unanimously approved.

ADJOURNMENT

Jill Hall motioned to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:20pm.  

The next PAIMI Council Meeting is scheduled for June 2, 2015.



Respectfully submitted,







Bruce Garrison

