PAIMI Advisory Council Meeting Minutes

The PAIMI Advisory Council met at 9:30 a.m. on February 5, 2013 at the Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities.

Present:
Jerilyn Newson, Wallace Peterson, Jennifer Henry, Kirk Lowry, and Sara Frankel
Excused

Absence:
Marissa Walls
Guests:
Jill Hall
Staff: 
Bruce Garrison - PAIMI Assistant Program Director, Gretchen Knauff - Assistant Director, Nancy Alisberg - Managing Attorney, Jessica Rival - PAIMI Advocate,  Mark S. - Intern, Matt B. - Legal Intern
CALL TO ORDER

Meeting was called to order at 9:45AM. There was not a quorum of the membership. Jerilyn Newsome chaired the meeting in Marissa Walls absence. 
OLD BUSINESS

P&A Restructuring - Bruce Garrison, Gretchen Knauff, and Jerilyn Newson updated the Council on the agency’s efforts to determine the best structure for P&A to allow the agency to withstand future changes from both the state and federal governments. Currently, the steering committee is focusing on determining what the people of Connecticut want in a P&A and then the committee will work on developing a structure to best support those needs. The P&A is also engaged in the development of an elevator speech to help to quickly educate and inform legislators about what P&A is, what it does, and its importance.
The Council read and reviewed sections of the current PAIMI by-laws and decided that further review and revision may be necessary when a full complement of members is present.

The Council discussed the continuation of the hospital report cards.  Bridgeport Hospital and possibly Johnson Memorial Hospital are the next planned reviews.

James McGaughey, Executive Director’s Report
Mr. McGaughey was unavailable to attend and was represented by Gretchen Knauff.  Mr. McGaughey submitted a written report for the Council’s review.  The report is incorporated in these minutes and includes updates on testimony before the Connecticut Legislature, FEMA and Super Storm Sandy, the state’s fiscal picture and what it means for P&A, and Florida Institute for Neurologic Research (FINR).  
Nancy Alisberg – Managing Attorney’s Report

Nancy reported that the Olmstead case is progressing at a “glacial pace.” She explained that she cannot currently provide more information on the status because settlement negotiations are confidential.  
Colin Milne, P&A’s newest staff attorney will be working primarily on special education cases. He will also work on any school related PAIMI work.

Meetings continue with the Department of Correction to discuss how medical and psychiatric care can be improved.  DOC/DMHAS joint facility in Rocky Hill is currently a subject of a lawsuit filed on behalf of the town which is trying to prevent its placement in Rocky Hill
PAIMI Assistant Program Director’s Report

Bruce Garrison submitted a written report for the Council’s review. The report is incorporated as part of these minutes and includes information about the upcoming Restraint/Seclusion symposium, public forums at social clubs, website development, and employment training for people with psychiatric disabilities.  
The next meeting of the PAIMI Council is scheduled for Tuesday, April 2, 2013 from 9:30 – 12:30 p.m. at the P&A office. 


Respectfully submitted,







Bruce Garrison
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