


P&A Board Meeting Minutes
December 16, 2013
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Conference Room B

Attendees:  Art Quirk, Chairperson; Ray Elling, John Clausen; Sheila Mulvey, Chad Sinanian, Commissioner Donald DeFronzo, Jerilyn Newsom, Vice-Chair, PAIMI Council and Dr. Vivian Cross via Conference call.

Staff:  James McGaughey, Executive Director; Gretchen Knauff, Assistant Director; and Beth Leslie, Legislative and Regulations Specialist.

1. Call to Order: 2:00 p.m.
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Ray made motion to accept, John seconded, all in favor, approved.

3. A review of the proposal submitted to OPM and their reaction to it:  Jim and Art met with Secretary Ben Barnes and Don DeFronzo at OPM.  Discussion on the process used to develop the proposal and how this proposal was both powering and respectful to the disability community.  The proposal included policy setting authority, identify candidates and evaluate the performance of the executive director.  We knew it would go one of three ways:
a. Governor would like it and add it to his agenda;
b. Neutral and would not oppose it;
c. Dislike it and kill the proposal.
We left feeling that they would take it under advisement.   Ben Barnes did say that we should not be put under any other agency, no one is talking about consolidation.  OPM is not the final word, but you have to go through them first, if Jim does not hear from them, he will contact them.  
4.  Issues we are likely to have to deal with in the upcoming legislative session
  - DDS proposal for abuse/neglect reporting for clients with autism but not I.D.:
DDS has a limited program serving people with autism but not intellectual disability; it is capped at a certain number.  No mechanism to investigate abuse and neglect for individuals with autism, not legally required to be reported to this office.   Allegations affecting those individuals would have to be reported to DDS, and then they would start the investigation.  We requested further discussion.   We had a commissioner meeting and DDS submitted it, we may have to do something about that.  The problem is money, if these allegations, are about the individuals being abused or neglected in their homes, only P&A can investigate in the private home, or we would have investigate them.   We may not be able to handle it within existing resources.  Autism Spectrum is a lot different a lot different from 20 years ago and Asperger’s Syndrome has been removed as a part of the Autism Spectrum Disorder.

- Restraint & Seclusion in schools - The issue is the planned use of seclusion written in an IEP.  There is no evidence that there is any benefit, a planned intervention.  Trying so that you cannot write it into an IEP, the physical problem of getting them into the room.  
School children are hard to reform, you can do it a little bit at a time.   Task force to study it, maybe in a year they will be done.  A lot of it has to come from Professional Development, if they have the tools to address other behaviors.  Teachers need these tools.  UCONN will be holding a conference this January to address some of these issues.
 - Medical Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment (MOLST):   Does this include death with dignity, especially with death - dignity.  It does absolutely talk about palliative care and your choice for interventions. If you have appointed someone to make those decisions.  If we follow this living will, they are going to do it. This is a medical order that is written into statute, piloted in two different areas; more like an advanced directive.   

  - Likely proposals to regionalize more special education:   Speaker Sharkey introduced MORE, incentives for towns to work together and a subcommittee on special education.  Wants to look at the costs of special education, burden of proof.  If you are person that challenged what is going on with your child, the burden of proof is on the town.  If you change the placement yourself and then you try to get them to pay for it, the burden of proof is on you.  Regionalization for special education, and make one area for all kids to go to segregation school. 
 
Parents need to record the PPTs.  Parents are given notice of what their rights are as a parent, whose child is in special education.  Manifestation that these kids costs money, not that you have an obligation to education these children.   We do work with some of the parents groups, what are the type of evaluations with what they need.    Toolkit was put together for parents so that they understand what the federal law says.   
5.  New/Other Business - *  Involuntary psychiatric treatment for outpatient treatment.   Police can bring you to the hospital to get an injection.   Very traumatizing, if they are off their meds completely.   It is an idea that is coming back into vogue, in lite of some of the mass shootings, playing on the publicity.  When you are discharged from the hospital, the hospital can seek an order that you take your medications.  What works best for the most people, forced meds, people don’t do it.   Molecular brain interventions, people who seem to do the best are those that don’t stay on medications.  Long term compliance is not the formula for having a good life.   To be forced to take it.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]
*  National conference in Washington – Feb. 12, on meeting with the health education committee, children with disabilities denied services.   Parent advocates and state legislators have been supportive on that.   Sen. Murphy is on the committee.   Real champion of disability issues, amended the laws on R&S.   

* Book Share – Books that are available through the office of special education programs that have an audio problem.  SERC did not know about Book Share, has over 2000 books available, for people who have dyslexia.   Tools for parents and educators.  
Adjourned:   4:10 p.m. Ray made motion to adjourn, Jerilyn seconded. 
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